THE

END
AGE
OF THE

THE COUNTDOWN
HAS BEGUN

JOHN H AGE E

T

CHAPTER ONE

11:50 PM
The End of the Age
And lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
Matthew 28:20
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The common proverb “Everything comes to an end”

assumes that what has a beginning must logically have a
conclusion. From the earliest recorded time, man has intuitively
believed that the world will end. The Assyrians foretold the end of
the world in 2800 bce. French physician Nostradamus predicted
a coming doomsday in his book Prophecies published in 1555.
The belief that the world would be destroyed by flood or fire has
been found among the writings of the ancient Persians, the natives
of the Pacific islands, and past Nordic cultures. Even the Hopi
Indians of the Americas prophesied that ashes would fall from
the sky at the world’s death.
Modern man is not immune from speculating about the end
of the world. Movies like Independence Day, Outbreak, Deep
Impact, and War of the Worlds entertain us with rollercoaster
thrills and impressive computer graphics, all the while forcing
us to think of the end of days. I ask you— If you knew sudden
destruction would fall upon the earth in the next twenty-four
hours, how would you spend your last moments?
The characters in Independence Day fought fire with fire—
they blasted the threatening aliens out of the sky. The lethal
virus in Outbreak was countered with a vaccine, and the people
threatened by the asteroid in Deep Impact succeeded in shattering the huge stone with a nuclear device. Sure, people died—but
the world was saved. In the 2005 remake of the classic 1953 War
of the Worlds, Martians succumb to Earth’s bacteria for which
humans have built an immunity.
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What else would you expect from Hollywood? Lots of drama,
piles of dead bodies, but ultimate victory in the end. In the movies,
mankind always wins. But what happens when the entertainment
ends? When the rise of weapon-grade plutonium disappears into
the world community without a trace? When known enemynations begin to test nuclear weapons? When the war with radical
Islam expands into global battlegrounds? When China, Russia,
and Iran begin to flex their economic and nuclear power? When
the COVID-19 pandemic gives rise to worldwide speculation of
continued biological warfare?
Who wins then?
My friend, in many ways, the end of the world as we know it
is here. It arrived neither with a bang nor a whimper but is occurring in stages clearly set forth in God’s Word. In 1 Thessalonians
5:3, the apostle Paul used the analogy of giving birth to describe
the beginning of the end: “For when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’
then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a
pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.”
I’ve never given birth to a child, but my wife has, and from her
experience I know that certain signs indicate an impending birth.
First, even before labor begins, the mother becomes increasingly
uncomfortable as the baby grows larger within her body. There
is a feeling of increased pressure as the baby drops lower into the
birth canal, preparing itself for birth. Next, the mother experiences twinges and sharp contractions, and finally, after days of
false starts and unsettling sensations, labor officially begins. The
bag of water surrounding the child breaks, and the mother’s contractions intensify, growing sharper and steadier until the baby
passes through the birth canal, leaving his or her safe place of
quiet darkness for a world of light and sound.
The analogy of childbirth is a good one, for our world and
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everyone in it is undergoing a similar experience. Paul, writing
in the eighth chapter of Romans, explained that the earth itself
waits for the new world to come: “Because the creation itself also
will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole
creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now”
(vv. 21–22).
Two features of birth pains are universally true: First, when
they begin, there is no stopping them. Second, the pain becomes
more intense and more frequent as time passes until the child—in
this case, the new era— is born. As the Dispensation of Grace
races toward its conclusion, there is no denying that the birth
pains have begun.
Notice the pattern of increasing “groans and labors” since the
early twentieth century:
• 1914–1918: World War I
• 1929–1939: The stock market crashed causing worldwide
economic havoc.
• 1939–1945: World War II
• 1950–1953: The Korean Conflict
• 1953–1962: The Cold War
• 1960–1972: The Vietnam Conflict
• 1990–1991: The Gulf War
• 2000–present: Natural disasters such as earthquakes,
hurricanes, and tsunamis have exponentially increased in
both number and intensity.
• 2001–present: Radical Islamic jihadists crashed planes
into the World Trade Center Towers and the Pentagon,
creating a worldwide war on terror that has no end.
• 2020–present: A global pandemic begins to sweep the
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world, taking the lives of more than 4.4 million souls by
August 2021.1
From the beginning of the last century until today, there is no
doubt that rumors of wars, earthquakes, pestilence, and signs in
the heavens have increased. The new age is about to be born, but
the most severe contractions are just before us.
As of this writing, we are almost a quarter of the way through
the twenty-first century, and doomsday scenarios are as abundant
as dandelions in an overgrown pasture. Some scientists believe
a Yellowstone volcano eruption that will shroud the sun and
destroy crops worldwide is long overdue. NASA offers continued
reports of devastating asteroids in deep space, potentially headed
toward Earth. Seismologists have long predicted the inevitable
recurrence of the San Francisco earthquake. Politicians keep the
media debates heated with warnings that climate change will render our planet uninhabitable within a few years. These and other
doomsday predictions are nothing new.
In the 1890s, one prognosticator predicted that New York
City would be abandoned as unfit for human habitation by the
1930s. He correctly projected that the city’s population would
grow from four to seven million but then stated that the number
of horses necessary to provide transportation for so many people
would result in a public health hazard—manure would pile up
to the third floor of every window in Manhattan!2 A Newsweek
editorial written a century later addressed the same subject:
Long before Bill Gates, John D. Rockefeller made the word
“monopoly” a household term with the bullying tactics of
Standard Oil. A series of financial and industrial mergers in the
last years of the century . . . only fueled the public’s fears about
6

1 1: 5 0 P M

• THE END OF THE AGE

the power of big business. [Can anyone say Amazon, Google,
Facebook, and Twitter?] The depletion of the Western frontier
had Americans concerned about environmental preservation,
while the telegraph and automobile were seen as exciting—
but ominous— new technologies. Meanwhile, tuberculosis, the
19th- century equivalent of AIDS, continued to baffle physicians and ravage entire towns.3

The article went on to say that doomsayers were in full battle
dress, predicting disaster on midnight of December 31, 1899.
The New York and Chicago newspapers featured full-page ads
announcing the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. A story in the
New York Times quoted scientists’ predictions that the sun would
eventually go out, leaving the solar system in darkness and the
earth an uninhabited ball of ice.
Sound familiar? We’re hearing the same types of stories today.
I found a story online by David Nicholson-Lord of London’s
Independent newspaper. Nicholson-Lord asked an oddsmaker,
William Hill, to formulate odds for various end-of-the-world scenarios. The bookie’s report was fascinating:
Odds that the world will end by natural causes like a “big
bang”: 50 million to 1.
Odds that humanity will be wiped out due to overpopulation: 25 million to 1.
Odds that the human race will be wiped out by pollution:
1 million to 1.
Odds that the world will be conquered by aliens: 500,000
to 1.
Odds that life as we know it will be destroyed by climate
change: 250,000 to 1.
7
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Odds that humanity will be wiped out by drought: 100,000
to 1.
Odds that the human race will be starved out by famine:
75,000 to 1.
Odds that life as we know it will be snuffed out by anarchy:
50,000 to 1.
Odds that the world will be wiped out by an asteroid:
10,000 to 1.
Odds that humanity will be wiped out by disease: 5,000
to 1.
Odds that humanity will be annihilated by war: 500 to 1.4
As I look over William Hill’s list of possible doomsday scenarios, I am struck by the realization that many of the situations
on this list will come to pass. The earth will shudder through
several calamities before it is reborn. The Word of God describes
famines, disease, war, climate changes, earthquakes, drought,
and fire from heaven. Who but God could have predicted the
coronavirus pandemic of 2020, which brought the world to its
knees in less than sixty days— shutting down universal economic
engines and taking the lives of millions?
Mark it down: the End of the Age is approaching, but it won’t
be ushered in by the advent of space aliens or catastrophic asteroids. It will come like a woman in travail, and each intensifying
contraction will signal the earth’s imminent destiny. These birth
pains are only the beginning of a series of events unlike anything
the world has ever seen. They will precede the final judgment
day—when the ungodly must stand before the terrifying Great
White Throne and give an account for their lives. The staggering significance of that moment makes all catastrophes seem like
insignificant footnotes in the scroll of life.
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THE DOOMSDAY CLOCK

Faced with the threatening possibility that mankind’s bent
toward evil just might result in total annihilation, the Bulletin
of the Atomic Scientists created the Doomsday Clock to remind
the world how close we could come to destruction. Eugene
Rabinowitch, an American biophysicist and cofounder of the
Bulletin said:
The Bulletin’s clock is not a gauge to register the ups and downs
of the international power struggle; it is intended to reflect
basic changes in the level of continuous danger in which mankind lives in the nuclear age.5

In 1947, when the clock first appeared, the hands were set
at seven minutes to midnight, with midnight being the moment
of ultimate doom. As mankind alternated between hostility and
peace in the succeeding years, the hands of the Doomsday Clock
have moved back and forth, constantly reminding us that, if left
unchecked, nuclear annihilation is only a few moments away.
God has a similar clock; however, its hands never move backward. In designing the layout of this book, I’ve taken a cue from
the inventors of the Doomsday Clock. The hands on the clock
pictured at the beginning of each chapter do not represent an
actual moment, of course, but rather the order in which a predetermined event will come to pass. God’s prophetic timepiece is
currently approaching the stroke of midnight when the world as
we know it will end.
Even before the creation of man, the Almighty devised a plan
that allows free choice, accounts for man’s natural disposition for
sin, and provides a means for a loving, compassionate Father to
9
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draw wayward men and women back into fellowship with Him.
This plan began in the Garden of Eden and will end with the
creation of a new heaven and a new earth. The crimson thread of
God’s redemptive plan is woven into Holy Scripture from Genesis
to Revelation and at times comes together to create prophetic
images of astounding clarity and beauty.
Nowhere is God’s prophetic plan more fully illustrated than
in the book of Daniel. Here we see, with startling accuracy, how
God allows each individual to choose their eternal destiny while
future events unfold.

THE PANOR AMA OF PROPHECY

During the 1990s, there was much speculation of what the beginning of a new millennium would bring. Was it the end of an age or
the dawn of a new one? Prognosticators of all stripes, from Edgar
Cayce, Ruth Montgomery, Sun Myung Moon, and even various
Christian leaders predicted that the year 2000 would either reveal
the Antichrist, initiate the Tribulation, ignite Armageddon, bring
about Christ’s Second Coming, or usher in the New Millennium
of Revelation.
One such theory involved members of a millennial cult based
in Denver called Concerned Christians. Several sect members
flew to Israel because their leader, Kim Miller, taught that the
way to salvation was based on dying in the city of Jerusalem on
the eve of the year 2000. Miller, a former Procter & Gamble executive with no formal religious training,6 declared that he would
die in Jerusalem in December 1999 and be resurrected three days
later.7 Rightfully concerned that Miller’s followers might actually
provoke the violence necessary to achieve their aims, a special
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Israeli task force detained the group in Jerusalem before sending
them home.
The fact that all these millennial-related predictions failed
has not deterred subsequent self-appointed prophets from misleading gullible people. The late Harold Camping was a preacher
who raised money from his followers to purchase several radio
stations. Over these stations he preached his prophetic message
and end-time predictions. Using his own devised system of numerology, Camping announced in 2008 that the Rapture would occur
on May 21, 2011, accompanied by massive earthquakes.
Camping then predicted that the world would end months later
on October 21, 2011. According to the New York Times, “No
one knows how many people rushed into marriages, scrambled
to repent, ran up credit-card debts, threw their last parties, quit
their jobs or gave away their possessions. But the reaction was
widespread and in some cases tragic, especially among people
who feared being left behind to face an agonizing end.”8 Camping
conned his followers out of more than $100 million to publicize
his predictions, and after his prophecies proved false, when asked
if he would return the money, he declined to do so.
If you attend a Bible-preaching church, you may find it difficult to understand how professing Christians could sell all their
earthly belongings and follow a cult leader like Kim Miller or a
deluded preacher like Harold Camping. The reason, however, is
simple: people succumb to false doctrine when they don’t know
the truth of God’s Word. Many of our nation’s churches, both
mainline and nondenominational, dismiss prophecy as irrelevant
or something that cannot be humanly understood and therefore
should be avoided. They forget the biblical mandate of 2 Peter
1:19, “And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you
do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place.” Believers
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can fall into deep deception if they are without knowledge and
understanding of what the Bible says.
Imagine for a moment that you have set your precious twoyear-old daughter on the kitchen table. “Come on, Honey, jump!”
you say to her as you hold out your arms. Your baby girl jumps
because she knows you’ll be there to catch her. She trusts you to
keep her safe, and she is confident in what you’ll do when she
takes that literal leap of faith. The same thing holds true for us.
We need to know what God has planned for the End of the
Age. Through the study of biblical prophecy, we attain wisdom and understanding and come to accept God’s perfect plans
(Proverbs 19:8). It is in this knowing that we gain confidence,
strength, peace, and hope.
However, too many people have turned away from the study
of Bible prophecy to place their confidence in false teachers and
counterfeit prophets. Our trust should be in God Almighty—
the Creator of heaven and Earth. I urge you not to be carried
away on the winds of false doctrine. God, our loving Father,
wants His children to understand His Word, and a large portion of that Word is prophecy. The Almighty’s plan existed from
the foundations of the earth— and just as God Himself does not
change— His plans for the world will not change either.
Can you trust the Bible? Absolutely! All Scripture, to include
prophecy, attests to the divine inspiration of the Architect of the
Ages. The Bible is different from all other books that form the
foundation for other major religions. Those writings only interpret the present or deal with the past. In contrast, the Bible is
25 percent prophecy. From Genesis to Revelation, countless
prophecies were given, and most have been exactly fulfilled. This
confirms the revelation, validity, and authority of Scripture. The
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apostle Peter wrote that Bible prophecy would be of benefit to the
Church until the End of the Age, “Until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19). The “morning
star” is none other than Jesus Christ: “I, Jesus, have sent My angel
to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and
the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation
22:16).
As we contemplate the future, we will discover that prophecy
produces peace and hope in the heart of every believer. Jesus said,
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also
in Me” (John 14:1). The Savior comforted His disciples’ hearts—
and our own—with a prophetic promise: “In My Father’s house
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also” (John 14:2–3).
As we witness daily news reports predicting a global economic collapse, the dangerous increase of Iran’s nuclear power
capabilities, China’s quest for world dominance, the skyrocketing
rate of suicide, the rising threat of socialism, the anarchy spilling
into the streets, the attack on our nation’s capital, and the mounting death toll due to the coronavirus, we can still be comforted
in the prophetic Scriptures, which confirm that God is still on
His throne and will reign in power and glory in the age to come.
I have often heard the statement, “This didn’t take God by
surprise!” This is very true, but we, too, have been given insight
to what the future holds through biblical prophecy. Therefore,
what is happening in our world today should not take believers by
surprise either. The prophetic Scriptures shout from every book
in the Bible, “Lift up your heads and rejoice; God is in charge!”
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DANIEL’S VISION OF THE
END OF THE AGE

No other prophet’s writing is as significant as Daniel’s. His
book portrays several visions in which the future of the world
is revealed, and many of these insights have been fulfilled with
100 percent accuracy.
Daniel’s prophecies have impacted world events for centuries. The ancient historian Josephus told a story about Daniel’s
writings and Alexander the Great. Nearly 270 years after Daniel
chronicled his visions and their interpretations, Alexander the
Great and his army marched on Jerusalem. As he neared the Holy
City, Jaddua, the high priest at the time, went out to meet the
Greek emperor and showed him the passage where Alexander
and his empire were described by Daniel centuries before their
existence. Alexander was so impressed by Daniel’s visions that
“instead of destroying Jerusalem, he entered the city [in peace]
and worshiped at the temple.”9
Daniel was a great influencer. Jesus quoted from the book
of Daniel in His Mount Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:15;
Mark 13:14). The book of Revelation becomes clearer when
studied alongside the book of Daniel, and Paul’s “man of sin”
(2 Thessalonians 2:3), the Antichrist, becomes a flesh-and-blood
being when viewed in the light of Daniel’s insight.
God gave the prophet Daniel a glimpse into the future, and
one of those prophetic visions shook Daniel so profoundly that he
fainted and took to his bed for several days (Daniel 8:27). He saw
what was coming, he accepted it as the work of a sovereign and
just God, yet still he was taken aback by the sight of future events.
Daniel’s story began in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim,
king of Judah. Because of Jehoiakim’s extreme ungodliness,
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“Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it” in 605 bce (Daniel 1:1).
Nebuchadnezzar was an eccentric king, but he was no fool.
He sifted through his spoils and took the choice golden vessels
from the temple, placing them in the house of his own god. Rather
than simply dragging his prisoners of war into slavery, the king
instructed the master of his eunuchs to evaluate the captives and
select the “young men in whom there was no blemish, but goodlooking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick to
understand, who had ability to serve in the king’s palace” (1:4).
Among those chosen for royal service were Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah—the latter three better known as Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego.
Daniel and the other “sons of Israel” had a legitimate right
to think the inevitable— perhaps their own end was at hand.
However, these young men had been taught by their fathers about
God’s eternal covenant with Abraham for the title deed to the
Promised Land (Genesis 15:9–21). They knew that God promised King David that his seed would sit upon the throne of Israel
forever (Psalm 89:4). God had made unconditional and unbreakable covenants with the nation of Israel, but now it appeared He
had deserted His Chosen people. What happened? Where was
Jehovah when they needed Him?
Daniel looked around and saw foreign faces, heard unfamiliar
voices, and witnessed hordes of people worshiping pagan gods.
The holy vessels from the sacred temple were now used to hold
oil and incense offered to idols of man’s own creation. How could
God have allowed this desecration?
Daniel and his companions were strangers in a strange land,
captives living under a pagan king. Had God forgotten His promises? Had He broken His covenant? I’m certain Daniel and his
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friends were shaken and confused, but they had to choose to
either focus on their dire circumstances or stand with the God of
their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and His Word.
The prophecies of the Old Testament made God’s reasons
for allowing the exile very clear. God always judges sin. Israel
had sinned repeatedly, without acknowledgment or repentance,
and subsequently, God permitted the siege of Jerusalem and the
Israelite captivity into Babylon.
The prophet Ezekiel painted Israel’s past sins and welldeserved fate in a series of visions of the abominations in the
temple (Ezekiel 8), the slaying of the wicked (3:18–19), and the
departing glory of God. Israel had been a fruitless vine and an
adulterous wife (16:32), said the prophet, and Babylon would
swoop down like an eagle and pluck them up. But Israel’s warranted judgment would be followed by glorious restoration (43:9).
The prophet Hosea depicted Israel as a harlot who went whoring
after idols. As a portrait of God’s amazing grace and the redemption of Israel, Hosea went to the slave market and redeemed his
adulterous wife (Hosea 1:1–11).
God wants us to understand why He does what He does.
The Jewish people of Daniel’s day had been warned, just as men
and women are warned today. God’s nature and character are
unchanging; there is no shadow of turning in Him (James 1:17).
Paul wrote, “Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I
may gain Christ . . . that I may know Him” (Philippians 3:8, 10).
There is a vast difference between knowing about God and actually knowing who God is. When you personally know God and
have a close relationship with Him, you can better understand
what He does and why He does it.
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America knows about God, but she has no comprehension of
His character. The Supreme Being of the Bible is a God of majesty, wisdom, truth, love, and grace, and He is jealous over His
children. He is also a God of judgment and wrath, and He does
not change. He is just as ready to judge sin today as He was in
Daniel’s day.
The man or nation that breaks the Ultimate Judge’s law without repentance will discover His severity. Remember this very
important truth: You don’t break God’s laws— God’s laws break
you. You either fall on the Cornerstone, Jesus Christ, and are broken, or the Cornerstone will fall on you, grinding you to powder.
The choice is yours.
To know God is to recognize that He cannot change and
will not lie. He is “from everlasting” (Psalm 93:2), He is “the
incorruptible God” (Romans 1:23), and He “alone has immortality” (1 Timothy 6:16). King David wrote, “But You are the same,
and Your years will have no end” (Psalm 102:27).
When my children were young, they often asked me, “Daddy,
who made God?” I would explain that God did not need to be
made, for He is eternal; He has always been and will always be.
He does not grow older. He does not gain or lose power. He does
not evolve or regress; He does not improve or deteriorate, for He
was perfect from the beginning and will be so forevermore.
Many circumstances can alter the character of a man— strain,
shock, illness, loss—but nothing can alter the character of God.
“The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart to
all generations” (Psalm 33:11). He “is the same yesterday, today,
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). What God does in time, He planned
from eternity— and what He planned in eternity, He carries out
in time.
God judged Sodom and Gomorrah because of their citizens’
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immoral conduct. God judged Noah’s generation because “every
intent of the thoughts of [man’s] heart was only evil continually”
(Genesis 6:5).
If God judged Israel because of their moral and spiritual corruption, God will judge America or any nation of the world for
the same reasons—if not, as Ruth Bell Graham said, “He will
have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.”10
Every day we hear of another abomination entering the cultural mainstream. Pro-abortion advocates want not merely to
conduct “safe, rare, and legal” medical procedures, they insist on
the right to abort a child up to the time of delivery and even murder the baby after it is born. Not only is homosexuality tolerated
and accepted as an alternative lifestyle, it is now institutionalized in gay marriage, and Christians are being sued or forced out
of business for refusing to cater to gay demands. The fallacious
notion of transgenderism has arisen, and now the United States is
once again allowing transgendered soldiers to serve in the military.
However, we can’t blame America’s moral corruption on gay
or transgendered persons or abortionists. They have chosen to use
their unalienable rights to promote their agenda, and they have
been successful. They are united, passionate, patient, and prudent
in achieving their goals. They invest their resources and their
time. They are informed and are satisfied to initially get their nose
under the tent—because eventually they intend to own the tent.
Where are the Christians? We are cowering in our homes,
believing we don’t have a voice in government. Many of us are not
registered to vote, or if we are, we don’t vote because we are not
excited about a candidate. Know this: your nonvote is a vote! Still
other Christians demand “all or nothing,” and consequently, we
get nothing! We are not passionate, patient, prudent, or united!
We are viewed as unorganized, uninformed, unproductive, and
18
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unnecessary! And as a result of our apathy, we are giving away
our Judeo- Christian rights— one election cycle at a time.
At the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, certain governors,
mayors, and city councils across America prohibited gatherings
of worship under the guise of curbing the spread of the virus—
people of faith were seemingly deemed unessential. Law-abiding
citizens were threatened with legal action, exorbitant fines, and
even prison if they attempted to gather in houses of worship. Yet
these same civil leaders allowed anarchists to riot in the streets,
destroying property and innocent people’s livelihoods, while
calling it an expression of social justice and freedom of speech.
Most Christians stood silent and allowed this insanity to thrive—
shame on us.
Sadly, this apathy should come as no surprise. A survey
released in August 2020 “by George Barna’s Cultural Research
Center shows that professing Christians are developing more and
more decidedly unchristian beliefs, demonstrating that many
of these professing Christians are in fact un-professing pagans.
According to the American Worldview Inventory 2020, syncretism rules the day, with the majority of Christians having
fundamental, troubling, primary belief problems.”11
What is “syncretism”? It is “combining or bringing together
different philosophical, religious, or cultural principles and practices.”12 Bottom line— the cancel culture, which condemns and
ostracizes anyone considered to be politically incorrect, has overtaken our basic fundamental beliefs and replaced them with the
“whomsoever will” god of this age.
Researcher George Barna commented:
People are in an “anything goes” mindset when it comes to
faith, morals, values, and lifestyle. . . . Americans appear to
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be creating unique, highly customized worldviews based on
feelings, experiences, and opportunities. . . . We find that most
people say that the objective of life is feeling good about yourself; that all faiths are of equal value; that entry into God’s
eternal presence is determined by one’s personal means of
choice; and that there are no absolutes to guide or grow us
morally.13

America is no longer “one nation under God.” We have ridiculed the truth of God’s Word and called it pluralism. We have
worshiped other gods and called it multiculturalism. We have
rewarded laziness and called it welfare and entitlement. We
have neglected to discipline our children and called it the building of self- esteem. We have polluted the air with profanity and
pornography and called it freedom of expression. We have institutionalized perjury and deception in government and called it
politically correct.14
Sadly, Christians are assimilating themselves into extinction.
D. L. Moody warned believers:
Christians should live in the world, but not be filled with it. A
ship lives in the water; but if the water gets into the ship, she
goes to the bottom. So Christians may be in the world; but if
the world gets into them, they sink.15

NEBUCHADNEZZ AR’S DREAM

If ever a man was in the right place at the right time— it was
Daniel. God took him from Jerusalem and planted him in
Babylon, the wonder city of the ancient world. The kingdom of
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Babylon was the first great world empire. The monarchy rose to
its zenith during Daniel’s lifetime, with Daniel serving Babylon’s
most influential and powerful king.
The city of Babylon itself was a marvel. Ancient historians
have reported that its wall was sixty miles in circumference, three
hundred feet high, eighty feet thick, and extended thirty-five feet
underground so enemies could not tunnel beneath it. Two hundred fifty towers were built into the wall, along with guard rooms
for the king’s astute watchman and vigilant soldiers.
Inside the city, the great temple of Marduk contained a golden
image of Bel and a golden table, which together weighed at least
fifty thousand pounds. At the top of the temple were golden
images of Bel and Ishtar, two golden lions, and a human figure
of solid gold eighteen feet tall. Isaiah wasn’t exaggerating when
he described Babylon as a golden city (Isaiah 14:4).16
The monarch and absolute ruler of this gilded city was
Nebuchadnezzar. The Bible tells us in Daniel 2 that one night
King Nebuchadnezzar—king over the Assyrians, the Syrians, and
the Egyptians—was troubled by a dream. In Babylonian society,
dreams were considered messages from the gods. When the king
awoke, however, he retained nothing of his nightmare except a
profound sense of doom. He had forgotten the dream, but he
remembered enough of the disturbing event to know that it was
important. The dream left a deep, permanent, and powerful
impression on his mind.
How could a mere dream, especially a forgotten one, trouble
the most powerful king on the face of the earth? Why couldn’t he
remember it? The dream—and the concealing of it—were engineered
by God. Through Daniel, a captive Jewish boy, Nebuchadnezzar’s
world would learn that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was
the omnipotent and One True Living God of all gods.
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When Nebuchadnezzar could not remember his dream, he
sent for his magicians, astrologers, sorcerers, and the Chaldeans.
The magicians were masters of fortune-telling; the astrologers
predicted events based on the position of the stars. Sorcerers communicated with the dead with the assistance of evil spirits, and
the Chaldeans were philosophers who had mastered every field
of science. They were part of the king’s cabinet and Babylon’s
think tank.
These men were not fools—the mere fact that they had access
to the royal court speaks volumes about their skill and diplomacy. For years they had been listening to the king’s recitations
of dreams, watching his expressions, judging his moods. Then
they performed their specialty acts and structured their answers
in such an ambiguous manner that their words would prove true,
no matter which way future events developed—in essence, they
were skilled politicians!
When this cast of characters assembled before the king,
Nebuchadnezzar looked out and demanded: “Tell me the contents
of my dream and the meaning” (Daniel 2:3).
I wish I’d been there to see their startled faces! With one ultimatum, Nebuchadnezzar turned the tables on these sycophantic
masters of the occult and guaranteed he’d receive a true answer.
For if a man had the power to correctly interpret the dream,
he certainly ought to have power enough to know what the
dream was.
The princes of the occult who stood before Nebuchadnezzar
claimed they could communicate directly with the gods, but they
were completely powerless when Nebuchadnezzar hurled his
demand at them. Some protested that the king’s question was
unfair, but the king’s reply was simple: “My decision is firm: if
you do not make known the dream to me, and its interpretation,
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you shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash
heap” (Daniel 2:5).
Faced with the ax and the flame, the terrified charlatans did
the only thing they could do: they tried to buy time; they bargained and begged. But Nebuchadnezzar had enough. He said:
I know for certain that you would gain time, because you see
that my decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream
to me, there is only one decree for you! For you have agreed
to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the time has
changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that
you can give me its interpretation.
(Daniel 2:8–9)

For once, the Chaldeans answered with the truth:
There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s matter;
therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of
any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. It is a difficult thing
that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to
the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.
(vv. 10–11)

The overwrought king was ready to clean house. Straight
away, Nebuchadnezzar sentenced the entire lot of “wise” men to
death. This condemnation included Daniel and his companions,
who knew nothing of the events that had transpired in the royal
throne room. When Arioch, the king’s captain, came to arrest
Daniel, the Jewish captive pled his case. Daniel “went in and
asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the
interpretation” (Daniel 2:16). By then young Daniel—probably
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between seventeen and twenty years old at the time—was known
and respected enough that the king granted him one night’s stay.

THE PR AYER MEETING

After hearing of Nebuchadnezzar’s edict, Daniel went out and
told Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah that he was holding a prayer
meeting at his house. They might not be living in Jerusalem, the
Holy City, but God was still on His throne, listening to their
prayers and available to meet their needs.
As they gathered to petition the Lord, every man was aware
that his life depended on the outcome of this prayer meeting. If
God did not send an answer and deliver them, they would die the
next morning. The Bible tells us that Daniel and his friends sought
“mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that
Daniel and his companions might not perish with the rest of the
wise men of Babylon. Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a
night vision” (2:18–19).
And what a secret it was! Locked within Nebuchadnezzar’s
dream was the most important prophetic revelation God had yet
given to mankind. This dream described events of the future with
such graphic and dramatic detail that it would be known as the
portrait of prophecy.
We are not told how long the prayer meeting lasted, but we
know they didn’t stop praying until they heard from heaven.
Because they had to have an answer for the king the next morning, it is logical to assume they prayed into the night and Daniel
fell asleep while an angel, perhaps Gabriel, revealed the meaning
of the king’s dream.
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The next morning, Daniel awoke. With a spirit of gratitude,
he blessed the Lord for His supernatural revelation:
Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,
For wisdom and might are His.
And He changes the times and the seasons;
He removes kings and raises up kings;
He gives wisdom to the wise
And knowledge to those who have understanding.
He reveals deep and secret things;
He knows what is in the darkness,
And light dwells with Him.
I thank You and praise You,
O God of my fathers;
You have given me wisdom and might,
And have now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s demand.
(Daniel 2:20–23)

After profoundly expressing thanksgiving, Daniel went to
Arioch, the king’s man, and immediately requested that the death
sentence be lifted for all involved.
Daniel exhibited unexpected mercy. As the princes of the
occult were being led out to be executed, Daniel interceded for
their lives. Imagine it— Daniel was the greatest of the prophets,
a righteous man submitted in every way to the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob; yet he interceded to spare the lives of the most
spiritually corrupt people in a very corrupt kingdom. What a
prime example of love, grace, and mercy. If Christians would
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show the same even to other Christians, we would experience a
mighty revival of repentance, restoration, and renewal.

THE SCENE CHANGES

As a result of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, God’s prophetic
A-Team— Daniel and his three friends—were instantly thrust into
the national spotlight. This wasn’t the first time an unknown
Jewish captive had risen to national prominence— remember
Joseph? Joseph was literally taken from the pit of his jail cell and
sent to the pinnacle of the palace to explain Pharaoh’s dream.
Now another Jewish captive, Daniel, stood waiting in the wings
with God’s supernatural power of revelation. Daniel 2:25–47
records the story:
It was still early morning; perhaps the evening torches still
smoldered on the walls of the king’s throne room as Arioch ushered Daniel into the royal chamber. Servants scurried out of the
way as Arioch shouldered his way past, but the captain’s eyes
were filled with expectation as he lifted his gaze to meet the king’s
thunderous expression.
“I have found a man,” he said, his voice echoing in the
cavernlike stillness of the vast chamber. “I have found a man
of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the
interpretation.” Notice that Arioch didn’t mention the dream
itself—though he had every trust in Daniel, he didn’t have faith
enough to remind the king that he was seeking the dream and
the interpretation. Perhaps Arioch was thinking that a night’s
sleep had softened the king’s heart and expunged his memory.
Perhaps the hotheaded ruler had reconsidered his decision to execute every wise man. If this young Hebrew could satisfy the royal
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curiosity with some sort of innocent babble about the future and
the gods . . .
The king, however, had not forgotten. Nebuchadnezzar transferred his gaze from his captain to the young man standing in
the shadows. He remembered Daniel and that he had granted
him a few additional hours to explain the mysterious dream. The
handsome youth’s face stirred a vague memory, then another recollection surfaced. This captive was one of four Hebrew children
who had caused a bit of a stir when they were first assimilated
into palace life. They had wanted only vegetables and water, and
to everyone’s surprise, their diet made them healthier in appearance than the others who had eaten meat killed in a sacrificial rite
to honor the king’s gods. This one, the apparent leader, had been
given the esteemed name of Belteshazzar, meaning “Bel protects
his life.”
“Belteshazzar,” the king said, his steely gaze meeting his captive’s. “Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have
seen, and its interpretation?”
A silence, thick as a dense fog, wrapped itself around the
occupants of the throne room as Daniel stepped forward. He did
not begin with the ceremonial greetings and wishes for long life,
health, and prosperity; instead he met the king’s gaze with determination. “The secret which the king has demanded,” Daniel
began, his voice ringing with authority, “the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the
king.” He paused, and Arioch caught his breath, wondering if
he would be called upon to execute this wise young man on the
spot. So far Daniel had displayed nothing but a gift for stating
the obvious.
Daniel took another step forward, and his voice softened with
something akin to insightful compassion as he held the king’s
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gaze. “But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets,” he continued, “and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what
will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your
head upon your bed, were these . . .”
Ignoring royal protocol, Arioch gaped, openmouthed, as
Daniel painted a verbal portrait of kingdoms and rulers and the
world to come. The Hebrew prophet spoke of Nebuchadnezzar,
the Babylonian empire, and of a coming Kingdom that would
never end. Daniel foretold of glorious power, terrible destruction,
and coming doom.
When he finished, King Nebuchadnezzar stumbled from
his throne and fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel. “Bring
incense,” he called, his voice hoarse. “We will present an offering
to Belteshazzar.”
Daniel reached out, daring to touch the king’s shoulder, and
urged Nebuchadnezzar to a standing position, inaudibly refusing
his worship. The king’s eyes flashed with understanding, then he
lifted his hands and closed his eyes, overcome with the realization
that today he had honestly heard from the One True God.
Nebuchadnezzar’s rough whisper echoed in the vast room as
he declared, “Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of
kings, and a revealer of secrets,” and all who heard it marveled
at the power of Daniel’s God.

NEBUCHADNEZZ AR’S
DREAM REVEALED

Remarkably, Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
described future events. We are currently living in the dream’s
timeline; we can see the fulfilled events of the first part of the
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dream, and we can look expectantly toward the future for its
conclusion.
Let’s examine the dream as Daniel described it:
You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This
great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before
you; and its form was awesome. This image’s head was of
fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of
bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.
You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which
struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them
in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and
the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from
the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so
that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the
image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.
This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it
before the king. You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God
of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory;
and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the
field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your
hand, and has made you ruler over them all— you are this head
of gold. But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to
yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall
rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as
strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters
everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break
in pieces and crush all the others. Whereas you saw the feet
and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it,
just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And as the
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toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. As you saw
iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of
men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does
not mix with clay. And in the days of these kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed;
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the
mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron,
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold— the great God
has made known to the king what will come to pass after this.
The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.
(Daniel 2:31–45)

History has proven Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s
dream to be fully accurate. As he had prophesied, the empire
that replaced Nebuchadnezzar’s head of gold was Medo-Persia,
the breastplate of silver. The Medo-Persians were displaced by
Alexander the Great of Greece, the loins of brass. Alexander’s
empire fell to the Romans, the strong and mighty domain that
eventually divided into eastern and western empires.
Notice that as Daniel’s eye traveled down the image, the
strength of the metals progressed from soft (gold) to very hard
(iron). This corresponds to the military strength of nations that
would develop in centuries to come. Mankind has progressed from
relatively weak and primitive weapons such as sticks, spears, and
swords to strong and sophisticated weapons like smart bombs,
long-range missiles, and thermonuclear devices.
It is important to note that the strength of the iron kingdom seemed to dilute in time. The lower the eye descended, the
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weaker the material became, until the feet were composed of
iron and clay— two materials that simply do not merge with each
other. The “partly strong and partly broken” kingdom of Rome
weakened as it aged, until it finally divided into ten toes, or ten
kingdoms.
What are the two substances that will not mix? Scholar
William Kelly suggests that the final form of power of the old
Roman Empire will be a federation composed of autocracies and
democracies, represented by iron and clay. In his view, iron represents nations ruled by a monarch; clay represents nations that
adhere to a democratic or representative form of government.17
Just as iron and clay don’t integrate, neither do autocracies and
democracies.
These ten nations— some ruled by monarchs, some by democratic governments—representing the most powerful kingdoms
of the world, will be ground to powder by the Stone cut without
hands: the Lord Jesus Christ. The King of kings will conquer
all dominions and rule a final empire— a Kingdom that will last
forever.
Nebuchadnezzar was satisfied by Daniel’s interpretation of
his dream— so much so that the king of Babylon gave glory to the
God of Israel. But Daniel wasn’t done with unraveling dreams . . .
nor was God finished painting a portrait of prophecy.

THE DREAM OF FOUR BEASTS

Daniel continued to faithfully serve Nebuchadnezzar’s successors,
and it was during the first year of Belshazzar’s reign over Babylon
that Daniel awoke from a deep sleep and wrote down the aspects
of another disturbing dream:
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I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of
heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. And four great beasts
came up from the sea, each different from the other. The first
was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings
were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made
to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given
to it.
(Daniel 7:2–4)

In this dream we see the same parade of nations described
in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision, but with a different and disturbing
twist. Daniel saw four beasts rise up from the sea. The first beast
was like a lion with the wings of an eagle, the exact representation
of the Babylonian national symbol. Daniel had already seen the
fulfillment of the first part of this vision. Nebuchadnezzar, who
had risen to staggering heights of accomplishment, took pride in
his success, but God struck him to the ground in a supernatural
display of divine power. Nebuchadnezzar lost his mind and actually ate grass like an ox for seven years, after which God restored
his sanity. He returned to his kingdom with the heart “of a man”
and a new appreciation for the power of Daniel’s God (Daniel 4).
But Babylon was doomed to failure. On the night of
October 13, 539 bce, Cyrus the Great of Persia defeated Babylon’s
army on the Tigris River just south of modern-day Baghdad. He
entered the city and had Belshazzar executed. (Please note that
Daniel also foretold the city’s fall to the Persians— the story is
told in Daniel 5.)
The second beast, a lopsided bear (because the Medes were
more prominent than the Persians), represents the Medo-Persian
Empire:
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And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised
up on one side, and had three ribs in its mouth between its
teeth. And they said thus to it: “Arise, devour much flesh!”
(Daniel 7:5)

The three ribs in the bear’s mouth graphically illustrate the
three prominent conquests of the empire: Lydia in 546 bce,
Babylon in 539 bce, and Egypt in 525 bce. A succession of kings
ruled this empire, including King Ahasuerus (Xerxes) of the
book of Esther. The Persian king Artaxerxes was king during
Nehemiah’s royal service.
The third beast, the leopard with four wings and four heads,
represents Greece under Alexander the Great:
After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard,
which had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had
four heads, and dominion was given to it.
(Daniel 7:6)

The leopard is a swift animal, symbolizing the blinding speed
with which Alexander’s military juggernaut attacked its enemies.
Noteworthy, Greece’s Golden Age also produced some of the
most prominent personalities of the ancient world, including
Hippocrates, the father of modern medicine, and Socrates, Plato,
and Aristotle— all renowned philosophers.
Through the telescope of history, the significance of the
four heads becomes clear. In 323 bce, at age thirty- two,
Alexander died in Babylon. At his death, his four leading generals divided his kingdom: Ptolemy I took Israel and Egypt;
Seleucus I reigned over Syria and Mesopotamia; Lysimachus
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ruled Thrace and Asia Minor; and Cassander took charge of
Macedonia and Greece.
The frightening fourth beast, more terrifying than its predecessors, represents the Roman Empire and the final form of
Gentile power on Earth:
After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth
beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge
iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling
the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that
were before it, and it had ten horns.
(Daniel 7:7)

Rome controlled central Italy by 338 bce, and the Empire
gradually expanded. Pompey, the famous Roman general, conquered the Holy Land in 63 bce. Rome ruled Judea with an iron
fist during the time of Christ and afterward. In 70 ce, the Roman
general Vespasian ordered his son, Titus, to destroy Jerusalem.
The temple was demolished, just as Jesus predicted it would be
(Matthew 24:1–2).
In 284 ce, Diocletian separated the Eastern Empire from the
West and appointed Maximian to rule the eastern realm. A succession of rulers struggled for control over the years, and in 476
ce the last Roman emperor, Romulus Augustus, was dethroned.
The Roman Empire was not conquered—it collapsed through
internal and moral corruption; however, the dominating spirit of
Rome is alive and well today.
The most important thing to note about this last horrifying
beast is not its strength, its ferocity, or the fact that it destroyed
all the other beasts. What is most significant is what will arise
from the beast’s ten horns.
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The ten horns of Daniel’s dream correspond to the ten toes
in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The horns represent ten kings or
leaders who will lead nations (a European federation) that will
rise from the fourth great world kingdom—the Roman Empire:
I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a
little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the
first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this
horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking
pompous words.
(Daniel 7:8)

From among the ten kingdoms (ten horns) will arise one
individual (little horn) who will control the entire federation of
nations. Who is this little horn, and what is his purpose?
Before we consider the answer to these questions, which will
be discussed in a later chapter, let’s look at the end of Daniel’s
dream:
I watched till thrones were put in place,
And the Ancient of Days was seated;
His garment was white as snow,
And the hair of His head was like pure wool.
His throne was a fiery flame,
Its wheels a burning fire;
A fiery stream issued
And came forth from before Him.
A thousand thousands ministered to Him;
Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.
The court was seated,
And the books were opened.
35

THE END OF THE AGE
I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words
which the horn was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain,
and its body destroyed and given to the burning flame. As for
the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet
their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.
I was watching in the night visions,
And behold, One like the Son of Man,
Coming with the clouds of heaven!
He came to the Ancient of Days,
And they brought Him near before Him.
Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
Which shall not pass away,
And His kingdom the one
Which shall not be destroyed.
(Daniel 7:9–14)

Though Daniel’s dream ended with the good news of the
eternal reign of the Ancient of Days (Jesus Christ), still he was
troubled. Four great empires would arise in the timeline allotted to
the world’s kingdoms, and from a final confederation would come
a pompous destroyer (little horn). Yes, the victory would ultimately be God’s, but not before the world suffered greatly at the
hand of the Antichrist, Satan’s messiah.
We will learn more from Daniel in the chapters ahead, and
we will see how his dreams, visions, and prophecies fit into the
entire canon of Scripture. But before we move on, let’s consider
an important truth about Bible prophecy.
Remember Peter’s comment that prophecy would be useful
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“until . . . the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19)?
The apostle went on to add, “knowing this first, that no prophecy
of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never
came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit” (vv. 20–21).
Prophecy is not “private interpretation”—that is, the prophets
didn’t create it from their own imaginations, but their words were
inspired by the Holy Spirit. Since all biblical prophecy comes from
the same source, shouldn’t one prophecy reinforce another? We
must study the entire panorama of prophecy and not be like those
who take one or two verses and create a cult around them.
In the pages ahead, we will see how other biblical writers
reinforce Daniel’s revelations and, more importantly, we will see
that the End of the Age, following the intense pains of a dying
world, cannot be avoided.
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CHAPTER TWO

11:51 PM
Messiah the Prince
Enters Jerusalem
And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the
city was moved, saying, “Who is this?”
Matthew 21:10
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The next event on God’s Prophetic Clock was forecast

in 575–538 bce and partially fulfilled when Jesus entered Jerusalem
for the Passover Feast celebration in 32 ce (John 12:12–15). To
better understand the significance of Christ’s Triumphal Entry
into the City of David we must look again to Daniel’s prophecies.
In the first year of Darius’s reign, Daniel was in his private
chamber, reading the following words of the prophet Jeremiah:
“And this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment,
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
Then it will come to pass, when seventy years are
completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that
nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,” says the
LORD; “and I will make it a perpetual desolation.”
(Jeremiah 25:11–12)

Jeremiah had prophesied that God would send the children of
Israel into Babylonian exile for seventy years and then promised
deliverance. Those seventy years were nearly complete. Struck by
the realization that God could have delayed the Jewish captives’
liberation due to their continued disobedience, Daniel began to
pray that he and his people would walk rightly before God:
Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by
prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.
And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made confession, and
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said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who
keep His commandments, we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing
from Your precepts and Your judgments.”
(Daniel 9:3–5)

Daniel closed his eyes and continued to pray, willingly
acknowledging Israel’s sin. Though Scripture does not record a
single iniquity committed by Daniel, he still humbly identified
himself as a sinner and pled for forgiveness, mercy, and compassion. He extolled God’s righteousness and contrasted it to Israel’s
sustained sinfulness. Caught up in a wave of emotion, Daniel
prayed, “O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act!
Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your
people are called by Your name” (9:19).
The prophet slowly opened his eyes and suddenly realized he
was not alone. Though the door had not creaked, and the windows remained closed, a man had entered the room and stood
before Daniel. Rendered speechless, the prophet lifted his gaze,
and remembered the man’s face. It was the angel Gabriel, whom
Daniel had seen before (9:21).
The archangel broke the silence and said to the prophet, “I
was sent to you from the throne of God the moment you began
to pray. Because you are greatly beloved, I have come to tell you
something important and give you the skill to understand the
vision” (9:22–23, paraphrased).
I want you to take a moment and appreciate that Daniel was
greatly loved, but, my friend, so are you and I. Paul declared
that every believer in Christ has been “accepted in the Beloved”
(Ephesians 1:6). We are all loved by God, just like Daniel. Our
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prayers are heard, just as Daniel’s was; the angels are charged
to aid us, just as Gabriel was charged to rush to Daniel’s side.
I encourage you to pray as Daniel did—with a repentant heart,
with praise and thanksgiving, and then open your eyes and watch
God work on your behalf.
Daniel gave Gabriel his full attention as the angel of the Lord
began to explain yet another vision God wanted the prophet to
receive and record:
Seventy weeks are determined
For your people and for your holy city,
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy.
Know therefore and understand,
That from the going forth of the command
To restore and build Jerusalem
Until Messiah the Prince,
There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks;
The street shall be built again, and the wall,
Even in troublesome times.
And after the sixty-two weeks
Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;
And the people of the prince who is to come
Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.
The end of it shall be with a flood,
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And till the end of the war desolations are determined.
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;
But in the middle of the week
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering.
And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes
desolate,
Even until the consummation, which is determined,
Is poured out on the desolate.
(Daniel 9:24–27)

The key to understanding the whole of Daniel’s vision lies in
the meaning of the Seventy Weeks. The explanation of this unique
concept never fails to send a surge of divine joy through my soul.
The Word is so precise that when properly studied, God reveals to
the believer His authority, wisdom, power, promises, and purpose.
Just as the minutes on the Prophetic Clock do not stand for
actual minutes, the phrase seventy weeks does not mean “seventy
weeks of seven days each.” The Hebrew word for seven is shabua,
meaning “a unit of measure.”1 It is similar to our word dozen,
which we could use to signify a dozen grouping of anything—
people, eggs, doughnuts, and in this case, years.
Daniel had been reading about the seventy years of exile in
the writings of Jeremiah, and he thought of them as literal years;
however, the Lord revealed through Gabriel that the Seventy Weeks
is a specific period of time totaling “seventy sets of seven.” Again,
seven could refer to seven days, weeks, months, or years, and in this
case the Seventy Weeks translates to seven times seventy years, for a
total of 490 years. God’s angelic messenger further subdivided the
Seventy Weeks into intervals, each week representing seven years
on man’s calendar. The first segment totaled seven weeks (7 x 7 or
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49 years), the second period equated to sixty-two weeks (62 x 7 or
434 years), and the final interval was one week (7 years).
Why 490 years? According to 2 Chronicles 36:21, the
Babylonian exile lasted for seventy years, seventy sets of seven.
This was the exact span required for the Israelites to atone for the
previous 490 years in the Promised Land, in which they failed to
observe the Sabbath year of rest for the land. In Leviticus 25:3–5,
God mandated His people to do the following:
Six years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall prune
your vineyard, and gather its fruit; but in the seventh year there
shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the
LORD. You shall neither sow your field nor prune your vineyard. What grows of its own accord of your harvest you shall
not reap, nor gather the grapes of your untended vine, for it is
a year of rest for the land.

For 490 years the Jewish people violated this commandment—as well as others. As a consequence of their disobedience,
they were sent by God to toil in Babylonian captivity while His covenant land experienced the full “seventy years” of rest it was owed.

THE TIMELINE OF THINGS TO COME

The decree to rebuild Jerusalem— issued during the time of
Nehemiah—was given in 445 bce. For forty-nine years (the first
unit of seven “weeks” of years), Nehemiah and his men labored to
rebuild the wall, even during “troublesome times” (Daniel 9:25)
until the work was completed in 396 bce. Nehemiah and his
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fellow laborers courageously battled through discouragement,
fear, internal and external strife, ridicule, lying prophets, pure
laziness, and Satanic opposition as they struggled to rebuild the
wall used to protect and defend Jerusalem.
Daniel prophesied that following an additional sixty-two-week
period (creating a total of sixty-nine “weeks” of years), the Messiah
would be “cut off” (Daniel 9:26). The brilliant scholar Sir Robert
Anderson calculated the beginning and end of this group of sevens:
What then was the length of the period intervening between the
issuing of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem and the public advent of
“Messiah the Prince”—between the 14th March bc 445, and the
6th April ad 32? The interval contained exactly and to the very
day [173,880] days, or seven times sixty- nine prophetic years
of 360 days, the first sixty-nine weeks of Gabriel’s prophecy.2

On the tenth day of Nisan, Jesus rode into Jerusalem, publicly
offering Himself as Israel’s suffering Messiah, not the conquering messiah the people longed for. In ancient times, the way a
king entered a city symbolized his intent. If the king rode in on
a horse—his purpose was war. If he came into the city on a donkey—he came in peace. Jesus rode into Jerusalem as a man of
peace on a humble donkey. Christ came to Earth the first time as
a sacrificial lamb to redeem the world from sin, not to free Israel
from the brutal grip of Rome.
The people of Jerusalem were looking for earthly peace, which
they believed could only come after overthrowing Rome’s corrupt
regime. This time, however, Jesus came into the world to bring a
lasting spiritual peace between God and man. And to accomplish
this divine assignment, Jesus had to suffer and die (John 12:27).
The Jews were looking for a messiah who would be a powerful
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political leader, one who would deliver Israel from oppression and
provide for their physical needs. Why not Jesus?
Jesus’ followers had seen Him feed the multitudes from a
boy’s sack lunch, heal the blind and paralyzed, and perform other
wondrous miracles— surely, He could lead a successful revolt. But
God the Father had another plan— a divine plan. Jesus would first
come as the Suffering Servant before He comes a second time as
the Reigning King.
The day Jesus entered Jerusalem, millions gathered there from
all of Judea to celebrate the Passover Feast. As was required, the
Jewish people brought unblemished male lambs for their sacrificial
sin offering (Exodus 12:1–28, 43–49; Deuteronomy 16:1–8). The
Passover lambs were chosen on the tenth day of Nisan (Exodus
12:3) and sacrificed at twilight on the fourteenth day (v. 6). Jesus
was received into Jerusalem (Triumphal Entry) on the tenth day
of Nisan and sacrificed on Calvary on the eve of Passover—four
days later. Just as the pascal lamb atoned for Israel’s sin, Jesus—
the Lamb of God—would take away the sins of the world.

NOT YET TIME

Jesus didn’t speak to His followers about a political revolt; instead,
He foretold them of His betrayal, suffering, death, and resurrection
(Matthew 16:21–23; 17:22–23; 20:18–19; Mark 9:31; 14:18; Luke
24:46; John 3:14; 12:20–36). When the mother of James and John
pressed Jesus to appoint her sons to prominent positions in His future
government, Jesus replied, “You do not know what you ask. . . . I
didn’t come to rule; I came to die” (Matthew 20:20, 28, paraphrased).
After Jesus was asked by His disciples to promote His miracles,
He responded:
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“No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret.
Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.”
For even his own brothers did not believe in him.
Therefore, Jesus told them, “My time is not yet here; for
you any time will do. The world cannot hate you, but it hates
me because I testify that its works are evil. You go to the festival. I am not going up to this festival, because my time has
not yet fully come.”
(John 7:4–8

NIV)

Time and time again, the Gospels record various occasions
when Jesus discouraged the recognition of His miracle-working
power so as not to mislead the people that He was their future
political king. Jesus instructed the healed leper of Matthew 8:1–4
to “see that you tell no one.” As soon as Jesus healed the deaf
man, He “commanded them that they should tell no one” (Mark
7:36). Jesus said the same to the man who was healed of blindness
(Mark 8:26). On another occasion, Jesus rebuked and silenced the
demons that came out of those He delivered from bondage, “for
they knew that He was the Christ” (Luke 4:41). And again, Jesus
told Jairus and his wife to “tell no one what had happened” when
he raised their daughter from the dead (Luke 8:56).
Jesus also instructed His disciples not to reveal His identity
after they acknowledged that He was the Christ (Matthew 16:20;
Mark 8:29). Even after Peter, James, and John witnessed Jesus’
transfiguration and saw Elijah and Moses speak with Him and
heard the voice of God declare, “This is my Son, whom I love.
Listen to him!” (Mark 9:7 niv), the Scripture records, “Now as
they came down from the mountain, He commanded them that
they should tell no one the things they had seen, till the Son of
Man had risen from the dead” (v. 9).
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My friend, archaeologist and Bible scholar Vendyl Jones, was
often rumored to be the inspiration for Indiana Jones. Vendyl
spent more than four decades studying Torah, Jewish history, and
Middle Eastern customs as they related to the New Testament
while in search of the Ark through the Judean desert. “Vendy,”
as he was known, stated that when Jesus rode into Jerusalem, “he
certainly presented Himself in a very strange manner as king—no
white horse, no consort, no cavalry, and no color guard. Not even
the official herald to proclaim His entry.”
Jones further concluded the following:
Jesus not only avoided publicity, he acted aggressively to
minimize his popularity among the people of Israel. . . . The
followers of Jesus— not only the twelve but the multitudes, as
well—followed him under the illusion that he would be the
Messianic king of Israel. . . . On the contrary, he made repeated
statements and allusions in which he states his purpose as the
anointed one of G-d to be the savior of the Gentile world.3

Jesus did all He could to dissuade His followers from believing He was the conquering messiah who would deliver them from
Rome’s oppression.
Even so, the crowds that followed Jesus were impressed with
His miracles— surely this man could deliver them from Rome’s
bondage. Jesus knew that the multitudes followed Him for what
He could provide (John 6:26). But He also accepted that He had
a purpose to fulfill: “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I
say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came
to this hour” (John 12:27).
Jones continued, “[Jesus] never performed a miracle to prove
to the Sanhedrin or to the people that he was their national
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deliverer.” Instead, the miracles were done to meet the needs of
the people— He ministered to the need of the individual not the
nation: “From the beginning, as well as throughout his entire
ministry, he repeatedly emphasized that his purpose in coming
into the world [the first time] was a cross and not a crown— an
altar, not a throne.”4
After Jesus entered Jerusalem, Luke 19:47 states that Jesus
taught daily in the temple. He was a recognized rabbi— He was
at home in the temple—it was His place. Jesus worshiped there
and offered sacrifices as commanded by the law of Moses. But the
chief priests were threatened by this popular rabbi’s presence, and
believed the rumors that Jesus was in Jerusalem to establish the
throne of David. That claim appeared to become fact when Jesus
drove the moneychangers and vendors out of the temple. Could
Herod the “fox” (Luke 13:32) and his personally appointed
Sanhedrin, Pilate, and the apostate priests (Matthew 26:59) be
the next to be driven from the temple? Fearing that their own
well-established dynasty, although corrupt, was in jeopardy, they
sought to destroy Jesus.
Four days after Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, the Messiah was
“cut off,” just as Daniel’s prophecy predicted.
And the Prophetic Clock ticks on.

MESSIAH THE PRINCE

Gabriel told Daniel of two princes: “Messiah the Prince,” who
would appear after sixty-nine weeks, and “the prince who is to
come.” We’ll discuss this latter prince in another chapter, but
make no mistake, Jesus Christ is “Messiah the Prince” of Daniel’s
prophecy.
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When Diocletian abdicated as emperor of Rome, a war
of succession between Maxentius and Constantine became
inevitable. Maxentius held possession of Rome, but Constantine
invaded from Gaul in 312 ce. In preparation for battle on the
Tiber River, Maxentius consulted the Sibylline books, a collection of oracular utterances given by Sibyl of Cumae, for
prophetic insight.
The oracle declared, “On that day the enemy of Rome will perish.” Confident that Constantine’s doom was at hand, Maxentius
stalked into battle and perished there, inadvertently identifying
himself as the “enemy of Rome.”5 However, the deliberate vagueness of the oracle’s prediction guaranteed its fulfilment one way
or the other.
Are the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah equally
vague? Could any number of Jewish males claim to fulfill them
after rising to prominence as spiritual leaders? While that may be
true about some messianic prophecies taken in isolation or out of
context, there are more than three hundred separate Scriptures
that point to the Messiah in the pages of the Old Testament.
Examined together, they form an imposing barrier to any accidental or after-the-fact fulfillment.
Think of each of the Messianic prophecies as a filter that
strains out individuals who don’t meet its requirements, and you
will realize how unlikely it is that anyone but Jesus of Nazareth
could pass through the rigorous standards. If you try to calculate
the odds of someone accidentally satisfying more than three hundred separate, personal attributes, you end up with one out of a
number with 125 zeroes after it— a virtual impossibility.
The following chart contains just fifty of the Old Testament
Scriptures pointing to Jesus as Messiah the Prince and their New
Testament fulfillment:
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Old
Testament
Prophecy

New Testament
Description

Fulfillment

1

Isaiah 7:14

“Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son.”

Luke 1:34; Matthew 1:20

2

Genesis 3:15

He shall bruise Satan’s
head. [paraphrase]

1 John 3:8

3

Genesis 12:3

“All the nations shall be
blessed.”

Galatians 3:8

4

Genesis 14:18

“High Priest forever
according to the order of
Melchizedek”

Hebrews 6:20

5

Genesis 22:18

In Isaac’s seed, all nations
will be blessed. [summary]

Galatians 3:16

6

Exodus 12:5

“A lamb without blemish”

1 Peter 1:19

7

Exodus
12:21–27

“Christ, our Passsover, was
sacrificed for us.”

1 Corinthians 5:7

8

Leviticus
23:36–37

“If anyone thirsts, let him
come to Me and drink.”

John 7:37

9

Psalm 34:20

Not a bone of Him broken
[paraphrase]

John 19:33, 36

10

Deuteronomy
18:15

“This is truly the Prophet
who is to come into the
world.”

John 6:14

11

Joshua 5:14–15

The Captain of salvation
[paraphrase]

Hebrews 2:10

12

Ruth 4:4–10

“He made us accepted in
the Beloved. In Him we
have redemption through
His blood.”

Ephesians 1:3–7

13

1 Samuel 2:35

“A faithful priest”

Hebrews 3:1–3
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Old
Testament
Prophecy

New Testament
Description

Fulfillment

14

2 Samuel 7:13

“Everlasting Kingdom of
our Lord and Savior”

2 Peter 1:11

15

2 Samuel 7:16

David’s house established
forever [summary]

Luke 3:31; Revelation
22:16

16

2 Kings 2:11

Ascension into heaven:
Luke 24:51
Elijah and Christ [summary]

17

1 Chronicles
17:11

“Son of David”

Matthew 1:1

18

Job 19:25–27

Christ’s Second Coming
[summary]

John 5:24–29

19

Psalm 22:1

“My God, my God, why
have You forsaken Me?”

Matthew 27:46

20

Psalm 22:8

“He trusted in God; let Him
deliver Him.”

Matthew 27:43

21

Isaiah 53:5

He was pierced because
of our transgressions.
[paraphrase]

John 19:34

22

Psalm 22:16

They pierced His hands and John 20:25
His feet. [paraphrase]

23

Psalm 22:18

“They divided His garments Luke 23:34–35
and cast lots.”

24

Psalm 35:11

False witnesses rose up
against Him. [summary]

Matthew 26:59

25

Psalm 41:9

Betrayed by a familiar
friend [summary]

John 13:18, 26

26

Psalm 69:21

Given vinegar in thirst
[summary]

Matthew 27:34
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Old
Testament

New Testament

Prophecy

Description

27

Psalm 118:22–
23

“The stone which
the buiders rejected
has become the chief
cornerstone.”

Acts 4:11–12

28

Proverbs 8:23

“Established from
everlasting”

1 Peter 1:19–20; Revelation
13:8

29

Isaiah 7:14

Called Immanuel
[summary]

Matthew 1:23

30

Isaiah 25:8

“Swallow up death forever” 1 Corinthians 15:54

31

Isaiah 28:16

The Messiah is the precious 1 Peter 2:6–7
cornerstone, a sure
foundation. [paraphrase]

32

Isaiah 35:5–6

Miracles predicted
[summary]

Matthew 11:2–6

33

Isaiah 45:23

“Every knee shall bow”

Romans 14:11

34

Isaiah 49:6

“Restore the preserved
ones of Israel.”

Acts 15:16–17

35

Isaiah 53:3

Despised; rejected; a
man of sorrow and grief
[paraphrase]

Philippians 2:6–8

36

Isaiah 53:7

“Led as a lamb to the
slaughter”

Acts 8:32

37

Isaiah 59:20

“The Redeemer will come
to Zion.”

Luke 2:38

38

Jeremiah 23:5–6 “God was manifested in the John 13:13; 1 Timothy 3:16
flesh”

39

Ezekiel 37:24–25 Jesus will be given the
throne of David. [summary]
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Old
Testament
Prophecy

New Testament
Description

Fulfillment

40

Daniel 2:44–45

All kingdoms shall be
consumed by the Stone.
[summary]

Revelation 21:19

41

Daniel 9:24–26

Predicted the destruction
of the Second Temple
[summary]

Mark 13:1–3

42

Hosea 11:1

He would be called out of
Egypt. [summary]

Matthew 2:15

43

Joel 2:32

“Whoever calls on the
name of the LORD shall be
saved.”

Romans 10:9–13

44

Jonah 1:17

Death and resurrection of
Christ. [summary]

Matthew 12:40

45

Micah 5:2

Born in Bethlehem; from
everlasting [paraphrase]

Matthew 2:1–6; John 8:58

46

Haggai 2:6–9

He will fill the temple with
glory. [paraphrase]

Luke 2:27–32

47

Zechariah
6:12–13

Priest and King
[paraphrase]

Hebrews 8:1

48

Zechariah 9:9

Presented to Jerusalem
riding on a donkey
[paraphrase]

Matthew 21:4–10

49

Zechariah
11:12–13

Betrayed for thirty pieces of Matthew 26:15
silver [summary]

50

Malachi 4:5

Prediction of John the
Baptist—the spirit of Elijah
the prophet [summary]

Matthew 3:1–3; 11:10–14;
17:11–13
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Indeed, Jesus was the foretold and forthcoming Messiah the
Prince!
But prophecies do so much more than merely identify Him.
They tell us that as God’s Son, He shared the divine nature (Psalm
2:7) and as the Son of Man, He shared human nature (Genesis
3:15). As God’s Suffering Servant, He fulfilled Israel’s destiny
by keeping the righteous standards of the law of Moses (Isaiah
49:1–3). He established God’s new covenant with humanity
(Jeremiah 31:31–34; Matthew 26:28). He is the focal point of
history (Colossians 1:16). We wait for His return at the End of
the Age to establish justice and righteousness in the Millennial
Kingdom (Malachi 4:1–3; Revelation 19:11–20:4).

THE PURPOSE OF THE
SEVENT Y WEEKS

The last four verses of Daniel 9 contain one of the most important
prophecies in all of Scripture. They provide an outline for the
whole of Daniel’s prophecy. As Gabriel gave Daniel “the skill to
understand” God’s timetable of human history, he referred specifically to Daniel’s people (the Jews) and to his city (Jerusalem).
Whether they walk in obedience or in defiance of God’s mandates, the Jews will always be set apart as His covenant people.
And whether draped in majesty during the golden era of King
David or cloaked in ruins after Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest,
Jerusalem was and will always be God’s holy mountain— the
city that holds His heart (Daniel 9:20). Nebuchadnezzar’s dream
(Daniel 2) and Daniel’s visions of the four beasts (Daniel 7) and
of a ram and a goat (Daniel 8) principally concern the Gentiles.
However, Daniel 9 refers to God’s plan for the Jewish people,
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Jerusalem, and His promises of Israel’s restoration and repossession of the Promised Land.
In Daniel 9:24, the angel of the Lord outlined six promised
blessings that must be accomplished through Christ’s death and
forthcoming reign. The first three reference Christ’s redemptive
work on the cross, leading to the removal of sin from the nation.
The second three refer to the sovereignty of the Messiah and the
establishment of His Millennial Reign. Leon Wood in his commentary on Daniel said, “The first three are negative in force,
speaking of undesirable matters to be removed; and the last three
are positive, giving desirable factors to be effected.”6
The first three accomplishments concern the sins of Israel.
Jesus’ death and resurrection atoned for the sins of all mankind,
Jew and Gentile alike; however, the fulfillment of this amazing provision for Daniel’s people will happen at the end of the
Seventy Weeks with the Second Coming of Christ. The second
three accomplishments relate to God’s righteousness. None of
the six blessings have been entirely fulfilled but are a forecast of
the establishment of the glorious Kingdom of God on earth. The
following are the future unparalleled six blessings for the nation
of Israel.7

1. “To finish the transgression.” To bring an end to man’s rebellion
against God, a new order on earth must be established. Christ
conquered sin at the cross, but there were those who did not
receive His redeeming work. However, the prophet Zechariah
spoke of a change in Israel’s attitude toward the Lord, which will
occur at the End of the Age (Zechariah 12:10). This change of
heart will result in an end to idolatry, widespread repentance, and
reconciliation of God’s Chosen people: “In that day a fountain
shall be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness” (Zechariah 13:1).
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2. “To make an end of sins.” Sin will continue throughout the
Tribulation but will be destroyed when Jesus returns to earth to
establish His earthly Kingdom: “They shall not defile themselves
anymore with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor
with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all
their dwelling places in which they have sinned and will cleanse
them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God”
(Ezekiel 37:23).
3. “To make reconciliation for iniquity.” During the Seventy Weeks, God
will atone for the transgressions of Jew and Gentile alike, having
already provided redemption through the death and resurrection of Christ: “In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace”
(Ephesians 1:7).
4. “To bring in everlasting righteousness.” Sin will be eliminated, all of
Israel will be saved, and Christ’s everlasting righteousness will
rule and reign on the earth: “And so all Israel will be saved, as it
is written: ‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn
away ungodliness from Jacob’ ” (Romans 11:26).
5. “To seal up vision and prophecy.” All prophetic visions in Scripture
will be confirmed— true prophets and their prophecies will be
vindicated: “No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and
every man his brother, saying, ’Know the Lord,’ for they all shall
know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the
Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more” (Jeremiah 31:34).
6. “To anoint the Most Holy.” “The Most Holy” describes the Holy
of Holies, the utmost sacred place within the temple. Christ’s
Kingdom will be established when the holy place in the Millennial
temple (detailed in Ezekiel 41–46) is completed and dedicated for
service: “And He said to me, ‘Son of man, this is the place of My
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throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell in
the midst of the children of Israel forever’ ” (Ezekiel 43:7).
Once again, the fulfillment of these six promised blessings will
coincide with the End of the Age, the completion of the Seventy
Weeks, and the establishment of the Millennial Age of Christ.

THE DIVINE INTERMISSION

Most biblical scholars agree that there is a pause, an intermission
so to say, between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks. Matthew
23:37–39 teaches that Israel will be set aside—“You shall see Me no
more” (v. 39)—until the End of the Age or when the consummation
of the six blessings stated in Daniel 9:24 is accomplished. Since none
of the six blessings have yet been experienced by Israel and since the
Church is not Israel and since God is bound to what He promised—
one can conclude that there must be a gap or a break in proceedings
between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks of Daniel’s vision.
Daniel 9:26 states, “Then after the sixty-two weeks, the
Messiah will be cut off and have nothing” (nasb). What do the
words have nothing mean? Christ atoned for the sins of the world
through His death (“cut off”) on the cross—how could that be
nothing? Dr. Thomas Ice, in his work The Seventy Weeks of
Daniel, asked and answered the question:
What was it that He [Christ] came for but did not receive, especially in relationship to Israel and Jerusalem, which is the larger
context of this overall passage? It was His Messianic Kingdom!
Indeed, it will come, but not at the time in which He was cut
off. . . . The coming of the Kingdom requires acceptance of
Jesus as Messiah in order for it to be established in Jerusalem.
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The Kingdom will arrive by the time the final week is brought
to fruition. Since Israel’s [eternal] kingdom has not yet arrived,
this means it is future to our day.8

We have established that there is a gap, but why?
You could say that God called an intermission— a timeout—in His Divine timeline and it was at Calvary that He stopped
His Prophetic Clock.
Gaps are not unique to the prophetic Scriptures. For instance,
in Zechariah 9:9–10 we read:
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your King is coming to you;
He is just and having salvation,
Lowly and riding on a donkey,
A colt, the foal of a donkey.
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
And the horse from Jerusalem;
The battle bow shall be cut off.
He shall speak peace to the nations;
His dominion shall be “from sea to sea,
And from the River to the ends of the earth.”

Verse nine of this chapter obviously refers to Christ’s Triumphal
Entry into Jerusalem. The tenth verse, however, directly applies to
Christ’s Second Coming and the establishment of the Millennial
Kingdom. Between these two verses, uttered in one prophetic
breath, lies a span of at least two thousand years.
We see the same thing in Isaiah 9:6–7. These two verses, read
so often at Christmas, actually pertain to two widely separated
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events in history. In verse six we read, “For unto us a Child is
born, unto us a Son is given,” an obvious reference to Christ’s
birth; but then, separated only by a semicolon, we read of His
Millennial Kingdom:
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace
there will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom.

We find another illustration of a gap in the schedule of Israel’s
divinely instituted feasts. Before the advent of calendars and
clocks, the people of Israel lived by the unchanging seasons. The
spring celebrated the first four festivals— the Feast of Passover,
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Firstfruits, and the
Feast of Pentecost. These observances are portraits of Christ’s
death, burial, resurrection, and the advent of the Holy Spirit.
The three fall festivals— the Feast of Trumpets, the Feast of
Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles— depict future events.
There is a wide separation— a time gap— between the spring
feasts, which serve as a type of Christ’s first appearing, and the
fall feasts, which speak of Israel’s rebirth and Christ’s Second
Coming.
The two sets of feasts also coincide with the two annual
seasons of rain. Spring brings the former rain; the latter rain
comes in the fall. The prophet Hosea knew the seasons and rain
cycles were a clear picture of things to come. Inspired by the
Holy Spirit, he wrote of the Messiah, saying, “He will come to
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us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to the earth”
(Hosea 6:3).
Hosea meant that Jesus Christ, the Messiah, would come
twice— once in the former rain, and again in the latter. The four
feasts of the former rain— Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits,
and Pentecost— are acts I, II, III, and IV of the divine drama in
God’s preparation for the final act of the latter rain— Christ’s
Second Coming.
In my recent book, Earth’s Last Empire: The Final Game of
Thrones, I discuss the gap, or intermission, between the sixtyninth and seventieth years:
It is important to restate that the seventy weeks are not
consecutive— there is a distinct gap of time between the sixtyninth and seventieth weeks. Daniel 9:26 refers to two prophetic
milestones: the death of Christ (33 ce) and the destruction of
the temple (70 ce)— then God’s prophetic clock stops.
Why did the clock stop ticking, and when will it begin
again?
Remember, the seventy weeks relate solely to God’s dealings
with the Jewish people— the church of Jesus Christ is nowhere
mentioned. However, the New Testament church occupies that
gap from the day of Pentecost [Acts 2:1] until the Rapture of
the church [1 Corinthians 15:52].
What marked the beginning of the Church Age, when will
it end, and when will the seventieth week begin?
The Church was birthed at Pentecost, and its age will last
until Christ raptures His bride into the third heaven—it is the
Dispensation of Grace. Bible scholar Myer Pearlman quotes
Louis C. Talbot’s writing, which presents a perfect word picture
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of the time space [the gap between Pentecost and the Rapture]
we are referring to:
Some years ago, I was on a train . . . and for a while we
ran on schedule, to the very minute. Then my train was
sidetracked for two and a half hours. Finally, I asked
the conductor why we were sidetracked all that while.
He answered: “We are waiting for the express to go
through.” After a while, I heard the shrill whistle and
saw the fast train whizz by. Then my own train was
put back on the mainline, and on we went, according
to schedule.
I thought of God’s train for Israel. For sixty-nine
sevens of years His people ran according to schedule.
Then their train was switched to a sidetrack, as it were,
in order that the heavenly express might go through.
From Pentecost to the Rapture, the gospel train of this
age is on the main line.
One of these days, the journey will be over, and we
shall be ushered into the presence of the Lord. Then
the Jewish train will be put back on the main track.9
Think of the Jewish nation as being placed on the sidetrack
by God Himself, awaiting the arrival and fulfillment of
the “Gentile Express” (see Romans 11:25). The temporary
sidetracking of the Jewish nation has made space for the
fast- tracking of the Gentile nation. This pause on the path
to the ultimate redemption we all long for is God’s grace
in action and in no way violates His promise to the Jewish
people.10
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THE SIDETR ACK

The “sidetracking” of the Jewish people has remained a mystery
to many twenty-first-century Christians. To help reveal the purpose of this event it is important to go to the book of Romans.
The apostle Paul wrote the book of Romans to resolve any
conflict between Jewish and Gentile believers, thereby promoting
unity within the newly established Church. When you review the
doctrinal themes of this Holy Spirit–inspired work you find that
chapters 1–8 deal with justification and sanctification leading to
the assurances that accompany salvation. Chapters 12–16 relate
to believers’ relationship to God and His righteousness through
selfless love and unconditional service.
However, Romans 9–11 does not connect to either theme. It
is an insert that reveals God’s wisdom and examines His plan for
the nation of Israel and the Jewish people from Paul’s day until the
End of the Age. Like a court reporter, Paul detailed God’s position
paper on the Jewish people. This “inclusion” is often referred to
as a theological codicil.
When a lawyer adds to a document to further explain or
modify it, he inserts a “codicil,” which is as equally binding as the original text. Some scholars have tried to set aside
Romans 9–11 as a simple postscript but ignore the fact that
“all Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Timothy 3:16).
In this line of thought, the whole of the book of Romans is
equally binding, and chapters 9, 10, and 11 are the important
linkage between justification, sanctification, and our relationship to God. As J. Vernon McGee so aptly described, there is
a great difference between interpreting Scripture and ignoring
it. The whole of Romans is like a “flowing stream” that cannot
have chapters 9–11 taken from it just as the Mississippi River
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cannot have its middle section taken from it “without causing
havoc.”11
Romans 9 records God’s past dealings with Israel:
Who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory,
the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the
promises; of whom are the fathers and from whom, according
to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed
God. Amen.
(Romans 9:4–5)

Paul declared that the Jewish people are the children of God
(Deuteronomy 9:3; Hosea 11:1); that the shekinah glory of God
rests on them (Exodus 24:16; Ezekiel 1:28; Hebrews 9:5); that
God made an unconditional covenant with Abraham and his seed
for the land of Israel (Genesis 15:17–21; 17:7–8); that the Law
of God was given to the Jewish people (Exodus 24:12; Romans
3:1–2); that the Jewish people have served God through His distinct guidelines for temple worship (1 Kings 5–8), the sacrificial
procedures of atonement (Ezekiel 46), and the keeping of the
Feasts (Leviticus 23; Numbers 10:10; 1 Chronicles 23:31); that
God will send a Deliverer out of Zion (Romans 9:27; 11:26); and
that God’s Chosen people are loved by Him now and forevermore
(Psalm 102; Isaiah 44:1–5) because He made irrevocable promises
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob concerning the future of the nation
of Israel and the Jewish people (Genesis 12 and 15).
Whereas Paul makes a case for national Israel in Romans 9,
Romans 10 states God’s present purpose with Israel. It has a
threefold theme: the present state of Israel (Romans 10:1), the
present standing of Israel (Romans 10:5), and the salvation of Jew
and Gentile (Romans 10:13).
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And now we come to Romans 11, which is one of the most
profound chapters in all of Scripture—it foretells God’s future
purpose with Israel. J. Vernon McGee stated that “Paul makes it
quite evident here that as soon as God consummates His plan for
the church, of calling out of both Jew and Gentile a people to His
name and takes the church out of the earth, He will return again
to the nation Israel and begin to deal with them.”12
Therefore, in a nutshell:
• if Israel had not been reborn in a day (Isaiah 66:8), and
• if the Jewish people had not been ingathered to their
covenant land (Isaiah 35:10; 43:5–6; 44:24, 26; 61:4;
Ezekiel 11:17, 19; 28:25–26; 34:28–30; 37:21–28; Jeremiah
30:3, 10, 18; 31:7–8, 10–12; Zechariah 1:15–17), and
• if the cities of Israel had not been rebuilt (Psalms 147:2;
Isaiah 61:4), and
• if Judea and Samaria had not been settled (Jeremiah 30:3),
and
• if Israel’s forests had not been replanted (Psalms 104:14–16),
and
• if Israel’s desert had not bloomed like a rose (Isaiah 35:1),
and
• if God were to lie (Numbers 23:19) and break covenant
(Psalm 89:34) . . .
Then maybe—just maybe—you could assume that God was
finished with the Jewish people.
We must remember that Jesus was a teacher of prophecy. In
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, Jesus spoke of the Jews from
their deliverance from Egypt’s bondage to their future at the End
of the Age. Jesus’ prophecy seminar of Matthew 24 places the
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Jewish people in Jerusalem during the Tribulation (vv. 16–18).
Jesus further promised that for the “elect’s sake” these terrible
days will be shortened (v. 22).
We also must never forget that the Jewish people are God’s
elect— they are not now nor will they ever be forgotten, replaced,
or forsaken!
Returning to Romans, it would be difficult to fully discuss
the importance of Romans 11 in an entire book much less within
a few paragraphs; therefore I will limit my discussion to two subjects: replacement theology and judicial blindness.

REPL ACEMENT THEOLOGY

Replacement theology, or Supersessionism, teaches that the
Church has replaced Israel and the Jewish people. This false
doctrine advocates that the first covenant (Old Testament) was
supplanted by the new covenant (New Testament).
There is one Bible, and every word in the Holy Scriptures,
beginning with Genesis 1:1 and ending with the “amen” of
Revelation 22:21, was inspired by the Holy Spirit:
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3:16–17)

Remember this truth: The Old Testament is God’s will concealed, and the New Testament is God’s will revealed— every
word is equally anointed, relevant, and eternally true.
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The scourge of anti-Semitism severely lashed Jewish backs
through Pharaoh’s slavery, Haman’s gallows, Spain’s inquisitions,
the Crusades, and Hitler’s Final Solution. As generations of God’s
Chosen still struggle to recover from these evils, it is tragic that
they must now confront the rising tide of global anti- Semitism
and, even more heartbreaking, the continued false teachings
within some Christian churches.
Replacement theology is “the view that the church is the new
or true Israel that has permanently replaced or superseded Israel as
the people of God.”13 However, I fully agree with Thomas Ice who
stated, “Replacement theology has been the fuel that has energized
Medieval anti-Semitism, Eastern European pogroms, the Holocaust,
and contemporary disdain for the modern state of Israel.”14
Israel and the Jewish people are weaved throughout the magnificent tapestry of God’s Word. As a whole, the historical Church
has miscalculated the importance of Israel in Scripture, and consequently its interpretation of the Bible’s foundational message
has been distorted. And this tragic misrepresentation has caused
indescribable pain, suffering, and death for God’s Chosen people.
I write more fully about the history of the Church, replacement
theology, and Christian anti-Semitism in Earth’s Last Empire:
The Final Game of Thrones.
Paul said in Romans 11:17–18, “But if some of the branches
were broken off [Jewish people], and you, being a wild olive
[Gentiles], were grafted in among them and became partaker with
them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward
the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you
who supports the root, but the root supports you” (nasb).
Know this, fellow Christian— we are “partakers” not
“replacers.”
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JUDICIAL BLINDNESS

Aside from warning believers not to be “arrogant,” Paul even
used himself as a way to answer the doctrinal question, Has God
cast away His people?
I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For
I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe
of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He
foreknew.
(Romans 11:1–2)

I can hear Paul pleading his case now: “I’m a Jew, here are my
credentials and God has not cast me away— surely He would not
cast away my people?” Yet another question arises: What then?
Enter the concept of judicial blindness referred to in Romans
11:7–12:
What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect
has obtained it, and the rest were blinded. Just as it is written:
“God has given them a spirit of stupor,
Eyes that they should not see [judicially blinded]
And ears that they should not hear,
To this very day.” [Isaiah 29:10; Deuteronomy 29:3–4]
And David says:
“Let their table become a snare and a trap,
A stumbling block and a recompense to them.
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Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see,
[judicial blindness]
And bow down their back always.” [Psalms 69:22–23]
I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall?
Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Now if their fall is
riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles,
how much more their fullness!

Why is it that we ignore Paul’s emphatic answer—“Certainly
not!”? Could it be for arrogance, which exactly describes the
Church’s belief that God has, in fact, “cast away His people”?
British commentator C. E. B. Cranfield addressed the Church’s
misconception that has replaced Israel and the Jewish people:
It is only where the Church persists in refusing to learn
this message [the Church has not replaced Israel], where it
secretly— perhaps quite unconsciously—believes that its own
existence is based on human achievement, and so fails to understand God’s mercy to itself, that it is unable to believe in God’s
mercy for still unbelieving Israel, and so entertains the ugly
and unscriptural notion that God has cast off His people Israel
and simply replaced it by the Christian Church. These three
chapters [Romans 9—11] emphatically forbid us to speak of the
Church as having once and for all taken the place of the Jewish
people. . . . But the assumption that the Church has simply
replaced Israel as the people of God is extremely common.15

Simply stated, the sovereign God that we serve has chosen
to “judicially blind” His Chosen people until the Gentiles—you
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and me—have had the opportunity to accept Christ as Savior and
Lord. This is the amazing reason— the merciful reason and the
unbelievably loving reason for the “intermission” or the “gap”
between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks.
The sidetracking of Israel has been a source of “riches for
the Gentiles”—providing us the opportunity to obtain our eternal salvation (Hosea 2:23; Romans 11:12). My friends, Israel has
not been forgotten, replaced, or forsaken at the End of the Age;
the fulfillment of the six blessings will occur, and the “natural
branches” will again be grafted into the tree.
In conclusion, Daniel’s prophecy is portrayed within Seventy
Weeks, which are divided into three intervals of seven weeks,
sixty-two weeks, and one final week. The whole of the prophecy
has to do with the Jewish people and the city of Jerusalem. Within
this period, two princes are mentioned—Messiah the Prince and
the Antichrist. The start of the Seventy Weeks concerns “the going
forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem” under the
leadership of Nehemiah (Daniel 9:25).
At sixty-nine weeks Jesus makes His Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem. After the sixty-nine weeks, the Messiah Prince will
be “cut off” (crucified), and Jerusalem will be destroyed. At this
point in time, God’s Prophetic Clock stops, creating an intermission between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks. Once the
“times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24), the Church will
be raptured from the earth and the Prophetic Clock will begin
again.
The last interval of seven years coincides with the forthcoming events recorded in Revelation chapters 6–19 and begins with
the Antichrist making a peace treaty with Israel. In the middle of
the Seventieth Week, or three and a half years later, the Antichrist
will break his treaty. Scripture describes this time as the Great
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Tribulation, which will bring with it unparalleled suffering for the
Jewish people (Matthew 24:15–26).
However, the close of the Seventieth Week will usher in the
grand finale of Daniel’s Seventy Weeks— the Second Coming of
the reigning Messiah—Jesus Christ. The establishment of His
eternal Kingdom also closes Daniel’s prophecies of the four great
world empires: the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Greek, and
the Roman. It is a time when “oppressed Israel is delivered and
the oppressor, the Gentile, is judged,”16 leading to the realization
of God’s entire plan for His people.

72

