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SYNOPSIS
Jim and Della eat potatoes for dinner every night and stuff their boots

with newspaper to get by, but everything they want is for each other.

They’re so head-over-heels in love they can make a cozy home in

turn-of-the-century New York with little more than the coins in their

jam jar. But what’s to be done about Christmas? When a strange twist

of fate leads the young couple to find the perfect gifts for one

another at an unexpected cost, Jim and Della learn the true meaning

of the holiday. Classic Christmas carols punctuate this sweet and

joyful retelling of the O. Henry story.

The Warrior TheaTer Company of

CornersTone ChrisTian sChools presenTs

Adapted By

Jon Jory
Based on the classic short story by

O. Henry
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CAST
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

DELLA Ava Ramos

JIM Nathan Flores

DIGSBY William Bain

DOT Laura Hollan

CLARICE Lauren Maldonado

ART Logan Engel

BOOTMAN Nathaniel Reichle

SHOPGIRL Charis Riley

MADAME VODVASKAYA Ava Chapa

WOMAN/CAROLER Emily Fredsholm

CAROLERS & CREW

STAGE MANAGERS
Emma Thompson

Grace Frazier

Gabriella Sikora

Alfonzo Quarrels 

Arabella Godines

Ariana Reyes

Audrey Bain 

Ava Kiesle

Bradley Keen

Bryce Dye

Caleb Reichle

Camila Munoz

Charrisa Estremera

Eliana Portela

Elijah Contreras

Evan Compton

Grant Dye

Imani Miller

Jayda Ford-Shartner

John Hernden

Kambrie Onofre

Marcus Lodge

Maya Leos

Noni Webb

Samuel Lodge

Sarah Drake

Teron Smalls



AVA RAMOS (Della) is a Freshman at CCS. She has attended CCS for 
11 years, and has been seen in Into The Woods Jr. (Cinderella) and 
Shrek Jr. (Mama Ogre). She is very excited to make memories and 
looks forward to performing with her talented classmates. Thanks to 
everyone involved and especially the awesome Ms. Pearce!

NATHAN FLORES (Jim) is a Senior at CCS and has been at 
Cornerstone for 6 years. He has done multiple shows over the years 
including Oklahoma (Andrew Carnes), White Christmas (General 
Waverly), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Peter Quince), The One-Act 
Play That Goes Wrong (Dennis), The Importance of Being Earnest 
(Algernon) and more. He looks forward to making memories along 
with this cast and crew.

WILLIAM BAIN (Digsby) is a Sophomore at CCS. This is his fifth 
performance with the school. Will has previously appeared in Into 
the Woods Jr, White Christmas, and Oklahoma, and worked as crew 
captain for Shrek Jr. He has enjoyed all plays he has taken part in. He 
loves working with the rest of the cast, and of course Ms. Pearce. He 
is looking forward to taking part in as many performances possible by 
the time he graduates.

LAURA HOLLAN (Dot) is a Freshman at CCS. This is her 5th year at 
Cornerstone, and she has been in multiple shows over the years. She 
was last seen in Shrek Jr. as Fiona and has played Jack in Into the 
Woods, and Cat in Honk Jr.. She is very excited to be a part of this 
cast and to make memories with the people involved. Many thanks to 
Ms. Pearce for believing in me.

LAUREN MALDONADO (Clarice) is a Senior at CCS. This is her 10th 
year at Cornerstone and has previously been in The Importance of 
Being Earnest (Gwendolen), The Play that Goes Wrong (Roberta), 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Helena), Anne of Green Gables (Josie 
Pye) and Into the Woods (Little Red Riding Hood). Lauren has 
enjoyed working with so many different people and is excited for her 
last year in theater.

LOGAN ENGEL (Art) is a Sophomore at CCS. This is his 11th year at 
Cornerstone, and this is his first show in high school. He is excited for 
the opportunity to be a part of this show!

WHO’S WHO
CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE



NATHANIEL REICHLE (Bootman) is a Sophomore at CCS. This 
is his third year at Cornerstone having last been seen in The 
Importance of Being Earnest as Rev. Chasuble, Oklahoma as Joe, 
White Christmas as Scooter, and It’s a Wonderful life as the bank 
examiner. He has tremendously enjoyed working with his fellow 
cast and crew members, and especially Ms. Pearce. He is looking 
forward to continuing with his high school years with as much 
theatrical experience as he can.

CHARIS RILEY (Shopgirl) is a Freshman at CCS. She has been 
attending CCS for four years, and this is her fourth year in theatre. 
This is her fifth CCS production, having last been seen in Shrek 
Jr. as Pinocchio. She has also performed in Into the Woods, 
Honk!, and The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. She is ecstatic to be 
performing in her first high school show and would like to thank 
Ms. Pearce for continuously encouraging her. 

AVA CHAPA (Madame Vodvaskaya) is a Freshman at CCS. This is 
her 11th year at Cornerstone, and she has been in multiple shows 
over the years. She was last seen in Shrek Jr. (Mermaid) and was 
seen in The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Honk Jr. (Downey), and 
Into the Woods. She is very excited to be a part of this cast and to 
create many memories with the people involved. Thank you to Ms. 
Pearce for believing in me.

EMILY FREDSHOLM (Woman/Caroler) is a Senior at CCS. This is 
her 9th year at Cornerstone, and she has been in multiple shows 
over the years. She was last seen in The Importance of Being 
Earnest (Lady Bracknell), White Christmas (Betty), Oklahoma, and 
The One Act Play That Goes Wrong. She has also played Anne 
Shirly in Anne of Green Gables, Martha Cratchit in A Christmas 
Carol, a fairy in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Tilly in It’s a 
Wonderful Life. She is looking forward to taking part in her last 
high school Christmas show. Many thanks to Ms. Pearce.

ALFONZO QUARRELS is a Freshman at CCS. This is his first year 
at Cornerstone, and he’s excited to be working on his first High 
School show!

ARABELLA GODINES is a Freshman at CCS. This is her first year 
at Cornerstone. At her former school she starred as Baker’s Wife in 
their production of Into the Woods Jr.. She is very blessed to be a 
part of this show and can’t wait for the memories in the making. 

CAROLERS AND CREW IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY FIRST NAME



ARIANA REYES is a Freshman at CCS. This is her 2nd year at 
Cornerstone and this is her first show. She is very excited to be a part 
of this production and make many new memories.

AUDREY BAIN is a pre-Freshman, and it is her second year working 
on a high school production. She has previously been in the musicals 
White Christmas as Susan Waverly and in Shrek Jr. as a Storyteller. 
She will also be playing Mrs. Darling in the upcoming production of 
Peter Pan Jr.. Audrey is extremely excited to be helping out with  
this show.

BRADLEY KEEN is a Sophomore at CCS. This is his 1st year at 
Cornerstone, and this is his first play. He is extremely excited to 
be working with the cast and be a part of something he’s ardent 
about. Thank you Ms. Pearce for giving me an incredible and 
unforgettable opportunity.

BRYCE DYE is a Senior at CCS. This is his 4th year at Cornerstone and 
second year to participate in theater. Last year, he played the train 
conductor in White Christmas. He is very excited to help with the 
show and to be involved in future shows throughout the year. Lots of 
thanks to Ms. Pearce for giving me a chance in Honors Theater. 

CALEB REICHLE has been at Cornerstone for 3 years and has helped 
the Warrior’s theater department serving in the crew. He served on 
the crew for White Christmas, Oklahoma, and The Importance of 
Being Earnest. He is excited to serve once more as crew in his last 
Christmas performance: The Gift of the Magi.

CAMILA MUÑOZ is a Sophomore at CCS. She has been in theatre 
all her life and joined the school’s theatre program in 7th grade. She 
has performed in Into The Woods Jr. (Jack’s Mom), Honk Jr. (Ida), 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (Ensemble), White Christmas 
(Mrs. Snoring Man), Oklahoma (Ensemble), and has mostly recently 
explored being in crew for The Importance of Being Earnest. She 
is honored to be working in such a professional workspace and is 
hopeful to grow and learn as she progresses in her High School 
theatre experience.

CHARISSA ESTREMERA is a Sophomore at CCS and it’s her first year 
attending Cornerstone. She has been in Peter Pan Jr. in elementary 
and has been in choir for a total of 4 years. She is thankful to be part 
of a theater production again. She has been active in Dance and 
Circus summer camps learning dance choreographies, other skills, 
and performed to a large audience every 2 weeks with her dance 
troop. She looks forward to being a part of the cast. Many thanks 
to Ms. Pearce for getting her back to Theater again which she loves 
so much. 



ELIANA PORTELA is a Freshman at CCS. This is her 2nd year here 
at Cornerstone and this is her first CCS play. She is excited to be a 
part of this amazing production and looks forward to more moments 
with the cast. She loves each of the cast members and she will miss 
them when the run is over. She thanks her friends for getting her into 
theatre and is grateful for the many fun moments with the cast.

ELIJAH CONTRERAS is a Freshman at CCS, and he has been seen in 
Shrek Jr. as Lord Farquaad. He is very happy and excited to be in this 
show and sing with the Carolers. He likes evening strolls and to eat 
watermelon. Thank you Ms. Pearce.

EVAN COMPTON is a Senior at CCS, and this is his second year 
being on crew for productions. He has worked on White Christmas, 
Oklahoma!, and The Importance of Being Earnest. He is very excited 
to be working crew for The Gift of the Magi making memories  
with friends. 

GRANT DYE is a Freshman and has been seen in Shrek Jr. and The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever. He is excited to make new memories 
with the cast of The Gift of the Magi as well as to get better at acting. 
He is so excited to be in this show because it includes his favorite 
things such as Christmas music and bright colors.

IMANI MILLER is a Sophomore at CCS. This is her first year at 
Cornerstone, and she has been in many shows over the years. Even 
though this is her first show with CCS, she was last seen in the play 
Sisters on the Ground as Georgia. Imani would like to thank her 
friends and family. She hopes everyone enjoys the show.

JAYDA FORD-SCHARTNER is a Freshman at Cornerstone. This is her 
11th year at Cornerstone and she has been in multiple shows over 
the years. She was last seen in Shrek, Jr. as Storyteller 1. She has 
also been seen in other plays outside of school such Narrator 1 in 
Aladdin, Jr., Snoopy/Schroeder in A Charlie Brown Christmas, Amos 
in The Night Before Christmas, and Sheep and Judge 1 in Charlottes 
Web. She is very happy and proud to be working with her fellow 
classmates. She looks forward to getting to know the people in the 
show. Thank you to Ms. Pearce for giving me a shot and working  
with me.

JOHN HERNDEN is a Senior at Cornerstone Christian School. Most 
recently he was seen as Lane in The Importance of Being Earnest 
and did lighting and sound in last year’s One-Act Play, The One-Act 
Play That Goes Wrong. He has had roles in both cast and crew in 
a wide array of performances such as musicals, one-acts, and full 
productions. He is excited to join with his friends as he discovers what 
is to come in the rest of this year and in future productions.



KAMBRIE ONOFRE is a Sophomore at CCS. This is her first year at 
Cornerstone and has been in multiple commercials over the years. 
Some of these included Fiesta Texas, State Farm, and San Antonio 
Waste Management as well as being featured in Friday Night Tikes 
Reality Show on Netflix. She is excited about being involved in the 
cast for the play for the first time and is hoping to make many more 
memories here at CCS. She feels blessed and hopes to meet more 
friends along the way.

MARCUS LODGE is a Sophomore at CCS. This is his 4th year at 
Cornerstone, and he has been a part of multiple shows over the 
years. He is everyone’s favorite crew member and last worked lights 
and sound on The Importance of Being Ernest at the Texas Thespian 
Festival 2021. He also worked crew on Oklahoma and has acted in 
numerous shows including The Mailman in A Variety Show, Mr. Beaver 
in Chronicles of Narnia: Lion Witch and the Wardrobe, and Into the 
Woods. He is very excited to be a part of this crew. Thank you, Ms. 
Pearce, for allowing me to help bring this play to life.

MAYA LEOS is a Freshman at CCS. This is her 8th year at Cornerstone, 
and she has been in multiple shows over the years. She was last seen 
in Shrek and has played as a pig in Into the woods and as a duck in 
Honk Jr.. She is very happy to sing and make new friends with the 
people involved. Thanks to Ms. Pearce for believing in me.

NONI WEBB is a Sophomore and is excited to be part of honors 
theater and this show. She was last seen as Virginia in Oklahoma and 
Rita in White Christmas. She is looking forward to participating in 
more shows!

SAMUEL LODGE is a Sophomore at CCS. This is his first High School 
Theatre Production. He was last seen in The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe as ensemble in Middle School. He is very excited to work 
with all the wonderful cast and crew and to make new friendships. 
Thank you to all of the people who encouraged me to join theatre and 
believed in me over the years.

SARAH DRAKE is a Senior at CCS. This is her first year at Cornerstone 
as well as her very first show. She is extremely excited and grateful 
to be a part of this cast and production and is very thankful for all 
the memories she can make in the short year she has at Cornerstone. 
Thank you, Ms. Pearce, and fellow classmates, for bringing me in and 
treating me like your very own. I am looking forward to the  
shows ahead. 

TERON SMALLS is currently a Sophomore at CCS. This is her 11th 
year at Cornerstone and she has been participating in theatre since 
6th grade. Teron has appeared in school performances such as The 
Importance of Being Earnest as Cecily, A Variety Show, The Box, The 
Greatest Showman (Summer Camp) and Oklahoma!. She is looking 
forward putting on this performance and bringing smiles to all those 
that watch.





EMMA THOMPSON is a Senior at CCS and has been at Cornerstone 
for the last 7 years. She was involved in the 2020 Christmas show, 
White Christmas and the spring show, Oklahoma!. She most recently 
Stage Managed for The Importance of Being Earnest. Emma is 
thankful for the amazing opportunity to work with such an amazing 
cast and crew. She would like to thank her family and friends for 
encouraging her to pursue what she loves. A big thanks to all the 
adults who helped make this amazing show possible.

GRACE FRAZIER is a Junior at CCS and this is her 3rd year at 
Cornerstone. She has been in multiple shows here and was most 
recently in The Importance of Being Earnest as Miss Prism. Her 
favorite shows have been White Christmas and The Importance of 
Being Earnest. She is so excited to be a part of this show and make 
wonderful memories. And shout out to our director Ms. Pearce who 
always puts up with our shenanigans!

GABRIELLA (GABY) SIKORA is a Freshman and this is her 4th year at 
CCS! She has not been in many plays/musicals but is very passionate 
about the behind the scenes! She also manages being the Equestrian 
4-H president while helping out with theater and using her sewing 
and crafting skills to help with props. Theater has a special place in 
her heart. She is delighted to be part of this amazing group of people 
and to work with a fantastic cast!

STAGE MANAGERS



PETRA SPENCER PEARCE (Director) is a graduate of 
TCU with a degree in TV/Film Production and Theater. 
She is looking forward to bringing you this sweet tale of 
love, sacrifice, and joy. Petra has been director and/or 
choreographer for several youth theater troupes in San 
Antonio and New Braunfels as well as Main Stage shows 
at The Playhouse, Woodlawn Theater, New Braunfels 
Theater Company, Brauntex Theater, and Lynn Theater 
among others. Some of her work includes Oklahoma!, 
White Christmas, The One-Act Play That Goes Wrong, 
Peter and the Starcatcher, A Christmas Carol, High School 
Musical, Beauty & the Beast, Jekyll and Hyde, Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, King and I, Mulan, Once on this Island, 
Aladdin, Singing in the Rain, Honk, and Willy Wonka. 
As a performer, Petra has been seen in Guys and Dolls 
(Sarah Brown), Fiddler on the Roof (Tzeitle), Beauty and 
the Beast (Belle), Bye, Bye, Birdie (Rose), and Jekyll and 
Hyde (Emma), among others. She also produced the 
multiple award-winning film titled Return to the Hiding 
Place (ReturnToTheHidingPlace.com) about the true-life 
story of Corrie ten Boom’s youth resistance group during 
WWII. Petra has been involved with theater since the age 
of five and loves helping bring beautiful art to life! Much 
love and many thanks to Jesus, through whom all things 
are possible, and her family who has been a loving and 
constant support. 

AMY BALLENGER (Music Director) is a graduate of 
Stephen F. Austin State University where she received her 
Bachelor of Music degree in 2005. She served as Choir 
Director at Bradley Middle School where she maintained 
UIL Sweepstakes Choirs along with many local and state 
awards. She also served CCSA as the Junior Chorus North 
Director. Amy joined the faculty of CCS in 2018 where 
she continues to be an award winning vocal instructor 
and choir director. She enjoys spending time with her 
wonderful husband Jack, and their two handsome boys, 
Parker and Graham.

The mission of the Cornerstone Christian Schools Fine Arts 
Department is to develop and train the God-ordained artistic 
talent of CCS students with unprecedented excellence to be 

given back to God as an offering of praise.

“For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things; to Him 
be the glory forever, amen.”  Romans 11:36

MISSION STATEMENT



NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Gift of the Magi is based on the story by O. Henry that shows the spirit of 
Christmas in the form of love and sacrifice. The author himself ends the story 

with food for thought this Christmas season:

“The magi, as you know, were wise men—wonderfully wise men—who brought 
gifts to the newborn Christ-child. They were the first to give Christmas gifts. 

Being wise, their gifts were doubtless wise ones. And here I have told you the 
story of two children who were not wise. Each sold the most valuable thing he 
owned in order to buy a gift for the other. But let me speak a last word to the 
wise of these days: Of all who give gifts, these two were the most wise. Of all 

who give and receive gifts, such as they, are the most wise. Everywhere they are 
the wise ones. They are the magi.”—O. Henry 

May you be the most wise this Christmas and may this sweet story give you joy 
as you celebrate the most precious gift—the birth of our Savior. 

PETRA S. PEARCE, director

SPECIAL THANKS

TRACI JERNIGAN Set Design & Construction

EMMA JERNIGAN

CINDI CARR Set Design & Construction

CHERRY’S COSTUMES

PETER BARNES Fine Arts Director

CCS ADMINISTRATION

THEATER PARENTS

BP LIGHTING & DESIGN

CORNERSTONE CHURCH MUSIC DEPARTMENT

CORNERSTONE CHURCH AUDIO DEPARTMENT

CORNERSTONE CHURCH SPECIAL EVENTS DEPARTMENT

CORNERSTONE CHURCH PRODUCTION & MARKETING DEPARTMENT

CORNERSTONE CHURCH TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT


